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RECANTATION 


Or An a Edo a” 


oY Diſcoverie of he Hiph-way | Low. 


© WITH 
Vehement Diſlwaſions to all (in that 
kind) Offenders. 
es alſo, 


Many cautelous Admonitions and full 


Inſtrutions,how to know, ſhunne, and 
apprehend aThiefe, 


Moſt neceſſary for al honeſt Travellers ro peruſe, 
obſerve and practiſe. 
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— © 
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Writes by | loun CLavelr, Gent. 


% . F 
— — — By, a 


_—— 
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Nunquam fora eſt ad batos mores'via, 
wn © cantum mm ares ab illo ? 


Approved by the K 1 6s moſt excellent Majeſtic, 
and publiſhed by his exprefle Command, 


The third Edition, with Adilition, 


— ———— 


Loxpon, 
Printed by a. 4. for Richard Meighen, next to the Middle 
Terpple in Fleeteftrees, 1 6 wn, 4. 
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CE SE I IESERED 


A fey Lines preſented unto- bus Majeſtic after | 
{ was apprehended,yet before my tryall , 
#1/erted here, at the intreaty of 


a Friend, 
That have Robb'd ſo oft, am now bid ſtand, | 
| Death, and the Law aſſault me,and demand f 
My life, and meanes ; Inever us'd men ſo, | | 
Bur having ta'ne their money, let them goe ; ; 


Yet muſt I dye? and is there no reliefe? 

The King of Kings tooke mercy ona thiefe, 

So may my gracious King-in mercie ſave me, 

Although grim Death,and Law,doe thus out-brave me. 
God is his Preſident,and men ſhall ſeg 


His Mercie is beyond Severity. 
RE TR RELIED 
SYS ISS 


4a; Il HE STATIONER 
to the Buyer, wiſheth all 
-. , happineſle, 
Declaring , 
;h @ Hat having purchaſed this Copie of the 


DE H2N Author, © 
ma making quicke ſale of che two firſt Im. 
AN preſſions , was importun'd to forbeare a 
WE third , that the memory of the Authors 
* fault (as hee alledged) might grow cold, 
letir ftucke, as a freſh and lafting Blemiſh on his tuture 
a&ions : To this nicitic of his, againſt my profit, I hi- 
therto molt willingly condeſcended ; Burt it ſcemes ( dy- 
ring the paule of this Prevention ) that old Rebellion on 
the way hath gathered new ftrength, and is become againe 
an eminent , and bold finne : For which cauſe and ſome 
others (being till daily importuned to fer forth a third 
Impreſſion ) I condeſcended at the laſt thereunto, havin 
firſt treated with many of the Authors friends , and _ 
wiſhers, who all conclude, there cannot be an apter foyle, 
to his ſtayder ations, than the memory of that his youth» 
fall folly ; Beſides,the lare and generall falſe report of his 
Relapſe, and untowarddeath , made mee moſt willing a- 
A 2 o4ine 


Author , during his impriſonment , and 


—  — 
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7 he Epiſile, &xc. 


gaine to publiſh this worke of his, to let you know, hee 
not onely lives , but hath alſo made good all theſc his 
| Promiſes, and ſtrit Reſolutions , in ſo much that it is 
| become very diſputable amongſt Wiſe men , whether 
they ſhould more admire his former ill wayes, or his 
now moſt fingujar Reformation , whereat no man ouwt- 
joyes is friend; and * 


ODE ene . <__ —— en 


| Yours 
RICHARD > 


ME1GHEN. 


E KINGS MOST 
excellent ajeftie_. 
, (done 


TH 
| Hat you may ſee (great King)you have not 
py A worke in which your glory ſhall not live, 
In(aving me;the courſe which Thave run, 
Beholddecipheredhere to you T give. 

In which 1 dos ſo punttually ſet forth, 
Even invhe livelieſt colours ;what I know 
Of thoſe baſe wayes : that who ſo has of worth 
The meaneſs fparkes will [cornethe like to doe. 
I have not dnelycharaftred this ill, 
But Ators too; that the leaſt judging eye; 
Thoſe Loenſfds, which your Land with trouble fill, 
May: imthoir chief ſt diſguiſes;them diſcry. 
So that in ſaving me,you have deſtroy'd, 
O Heaven knowes what, a crewof thoſe vildthings, 
By whom your better people were annoy d, 
Whoſe lives may now ſpeake ſervice totheir Kirgs. 

' 7: FM: Ant1 


"FU AERK _; * 


"I. 


_— 7 


Ihe Epittle i }curcatorte, 


ind for my ſelfe, let my Detraftors call 
Thu cour(e aſervile one, and to my ſhame, 
Say F have ripp'd the bowels up of all ; 
And to preſerve my life, have loſt my fame 
By [uch deteftions , but (great Sir ) you know Y 
Your bountie without article or tie, ; 
My forfeit life [o freely did beſtow, | 
You bad, it was obey d, I did not dye. 
Thi then I pay to you a double debt, 
Firſt, to that Grace preſery'd me, ( which 1s yours : ) 
Next that borne duty 1 muſt not forget | 
The Subjett ow's to Princes and their powers. 
The laſt made greater bythe firſt : engage 
"Both life and duty in a two-fold band ; 
Which may produce unto ſucceeding age 
Stories worth my redemption ; - which may ſtand 
With the faire memories of men, ſo plac'd, 
The times may bleſſe your mercie ; by whoſe grace 
This ſhame and ills of mine are quite defac'd, 
When -vertue ſhall ſucceed in vice hu place : 
So that what after -good my life ſhall bring 
Auſt needs be call'd the bleſiing of my King. 


Your Majcttics 


moſt humbly devoted proſtitute, 
Tohs Clavel. 


- _ — --— 


Herneverto be equaled MarrsTit, 
The Queene of Great Britaine,&c, 


q-- 6 Onours Store-houle, Vertues Storie, 
(E291 Fames beſt Trophic, Natures Glorie. 


- 
5 
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A RE2 1s O may with moſle the Males floud 
">= Bee over-growne, damm'd up with 

All their holy Hills polluted, (mud : 
, And their Oracles confuted, 

If that they ſtraine not allthey.may, 

Now their beſt yowes to you to pay ; 

And hoarſe as Ravens may they fas 

Who dare negle&their offering, 

Or finde a Subject for a verſe, 

T hat any meaner worths rehearle. 

You the true Storie are, andall 

That's rich, faire, ſvwveer,Majeſticall , 

The fulleſt wonder of our time 

For Chronicles, in Prole,or Rime; 

And likethe Roſie morne doe bleſle 

Our drooping Land with cheerefulneſle ; 
Throwinco 
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" Jhe Epiſtle,&c. 
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Throwing your bounties every where 
As frefh and fragrant as the ayre, 
The Woodbines,and the Yiolct 
The Seaſon of the Yeare forget , 


Andtoattend your {weetnefle doc V 


Grow every where,you tread,or goc. 
[ in the Autumneof my life, 
When Guilt,and Iuſtice were at ſtrife, 
Was by your Royall breath (ſtrange thing) .. 
Vnwithered,turn'd into my Spring. HY 
Accept this Sacrifice (great Queene) 
In which no merit can be ſcene, 
Busthat your Royall Name doe bleſſe 
My Muſe in her unworthineſle. 
And though no luſtre crovyne my art, 
Holy fire inſpires my heart. 
Obodicace Dinie Zeale-anend 
The faichfull tribute,that I feng. 
So the Gods accept of ftill 
Not the off ring but the will. 


Celuy qui plu honor -v0s vert 
& admere voſtre Bonte,Q& Cle- 
mence & qui eſt le plus oblige 
a Doſtre Majeſte. 


IE HAN CrLAVTrLE. 


" go - * on ; > 
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To the noleſle ennobled by V ertue, then 
Honourable by their titles, and dignities, 
the Ducheſles, Marchioneſles, Counteſles, 


| with the reſt of the moſt worthy and noble La- 
/ 7 dyes, of the Court of that grear Queene of 
[ he” Mercie, her (Minjeftie of Great 


BrxItTALNE, 


He bardeſt heart, with rudeſt band, 
T hat #s leaſt ſubje(t to command, 
That feares not God, grim death nor hel, 
Nor ever knew but terebel!, 

; Serzing $7 force, and rifling all 

4 That in hu greedy Clutches fall, 

. Ar you paſſe by, muſt in a Maze 

5 (Voyd of all power ) ſtand and gaze ; 

Such awe a Ladies preſence bearey, 

Filling a Rgke-helt heart with feares ; 
Beſides you alwayes have your guide, 

: Anda [afe convoy, as you ride ; 

Not to protett yow (there's no need) 

Ii then this Storie, (you may reade ; ) 

| Thu chiefly iu, to let you ſee 

£ My _ amendments conſtaneie; 

4 Onur bleſſed Qucene (mor/d therennts 

1 doe preſume, by ſome of you) 

Preſery'd my life ; accept you then 

, Tuſt thankes, from my wniks/full per ; 

; Loe, thu I was enjoywd to write, 

But 1 meane ſhortly to indite 

A perfett, tree, and ample Stone, 

That ſoalt fpeake nothing but your glory; 

Accept (meane while) what here you ſee ; 


Tow le etherwi/e diſhearten mee. 
The adawirer of your yertues 
I. : 


B j 


Tothz Rig! t Honourable, the Lords of 
bu Majeſties moſt Honourable Pri- 


x 

þ vie Counſell, and Counſcll of 
y Warre. 
| 

| 

| 


KIGHT HONORABLE, 


O vild, andaudacious,ſo publike,and rebel- 
| lious have mine offences beene, ſuch,and ſb 
| | extraordinariethe merciel have received (of 
it both which I am truely fen{1ble) that I wiſh re- 
ll | ally, and ſincerely from my heart, I had ſuffered 

| | the ſhamefnll death was due unto me, then, thar 

i now there is a faire occaſion, I ſhould be debar- 

red from regaining my loſt honour and reputa- 
tion , in his Majeſties Warres abroad. May it 
pleaſe your Honours, when [ ſaw all my fellow 
offenders,and other delinquents whatſoever dif. 
charged and (ent upon imployment,. I envyed 
not their happinelle, but ſertoufly began to con- 

. fider, how | (who alone wasdenyed that faireſt 
way of all) mightdo my Country ſome ſervice, 
even whilſt I continued here,an unfortunate and 
wretched priſoner. Thus ſadly muling (finding 

my Conſcieace burthened) I reſolved to write 

| this reall Recamation of all my evill waies; wher- 


by 


—_— 


T he Epiille, &c. 

by I have not onely diſarmed, and prevented my 
ſelfe, from falling into the ſame lewde courle of 
life, at any #rneigr@2fer ; bur alſo fo fully and 
faichfully inſtrufted all honeſt Travellers, that 
no man that will bee pleaſed to follow my ad- 
viſe, can from henceforth (that way) milſcarry. 
Sithence therefore [ have yeelded lo faire a teſti- 
monie, both of my contrition , and converſton, 
I moſt humbly beſeech your Honours to enter- 
taine a favourable and good opinion of me, and 
(moved thence unto commileration) that you 
would vouchſafe to grant a Warraut for my dif: 
charge, that I may notſpend my youthfull dayes 
inthis miſerable and wretched Priſon , but may 
on upon my. Princeand countries ſeryice; where 
I am reſolved to acquite my ſeife by ſome brave 
and notable exployte, or a worthy death ; and 
whilſt I live, 1 ſhall at all times reſt accountable 
for my libertie, andthe life that is lent. 


TTL no 


7 8:17 Hononrs moſt embounaes, 
unworthy, and diſtreſſed 
Swpp/rent 


L C. 


——_— 
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To all bis Honorable, Noble, and never : 
to bee enough thanked Friends at the L 


Court. 


T Here's no neceſſitie that ean exclude 


If The pooreſt being from agratitude. (more, 
fl} For where the ſtrength of Fortune lends ns 
Hee that # truly thankful tu not poore. 
| Were I to pay thu debt to courſer men, 
| I might deſpaire, and mine owne fate contemne 
| Their ſatisſaftion onely lives in things 
it That profit, or the Golden tribute brings. 
| ' But your farre finer foules in Heaven that dwell. 
Deſpiſe thoſe meaner ends, ſo neere to Hell, 
| And for your owne ſakes noble ations doe 
fi As well as theirs, they are extended to. 


_ Rd , 4 ens Cond a — 4 " = 4#* = 
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| Yours be the bountie then, mixe the great debt, 
On which nottme, nor pmver can ranſome [, 


j 
| | Yours moſt obliged, 


F.C 


bs _ , nn hd act 


_ —_— w 


To the impattiall Judges of his Majeſties 
Bench;my Lord Chiefe Fuſlice_-,and 
his other three Honorable 
A prſlants. 

(loves, 
oy pardon'd men whotaſte their Princes 
(As marriedto new lite)dogive you gloves, 
But I have choſen rather to preſenc | 
You, withthe offring of a faire intent, 
And though your julteſt ſentence loſt its ſcope, 
Yet I preſume, your goodnefſſe.will inde hope 
In my unqueſtion'd alteration : ſo 
You kild my ſin, though my life ſcapt the blovy. 
And that is [uftice obje&'s faire extent, 
Toludge the Paſt, the new ills to preyear. . 
For were the Bench of mens repentance ſure, 
None ſhould the ſtriftneſſe of the Law endure. 
So thrive this woke, as.in effect it may. 
My vice, and true repentance both diſplay. 


Tour drſtreſſed Priſons 
| © 40 


To all the Learned Doors of 
Drvinitie and ( leargte_ 
in'geherall of chis 
Land. 


M oft inveterate is the malice of the Robbers on the High. 
wey (the childrendf Beliall , through hu inftigation) 0. 
wards you the choſen. Minifters of God, and great « their advan. 
tage, you Riding armed (for the moſt part) mwardly onely , not 
with the $ _ ontwaraly . and hence it commeth , that men o 
your Coat, and holy funttion are ſo often ſur priſed,and ſuff'r inju- 
ry; by the H1gh-may fide : but that you may from henceforth paſſe 
7n peace, and ſafeut, follow theſe my Inſtructions, peruſe this lutle 
Treatiſe, objerve , nat onely, what may concerne you 1.1 your ewne 
particulars for matter of advice, but marke alſo how ſerienſly 1 
repent me of all why tvill wayes how fully and really 1 have 4 
charged myrconſcience, having left (not ſormuch 43 4 Hogtebe- 
hind) nothing at af 48 hurthen it. T here wwore joy in Heava 
at one ſunner that repenreth , then at ninetie nine Juſt per ſons that 
need no Repentance ; - Rejoyce you then likewiſe here on 04th, 1 be 
ſeech you',, and retntmber mt in. your Prayers', that it way pleaſe 
God 10 continue hy grate in mme', that'l may remaine conſt ant, in 
the end , and tathe end , and ſecke treaſure in Heaven , where 

Theewes cannot breake thoruw and ſ{eale, and continue as Iam 


A Recall Converr, 


T, C. 


To the right V Vorſhipfull the Iuſtces 
of Peace, and Gentlemen of 
qualitie in this kingdome. 


Right Worſbipſull - 


Suall , and ordinary is. your Contribation tg#the 
\/ r: lickc of thoſe that ſuffer lofſe by the Higheway 


fide (the Law te, it.) Greatis your care and 
trouble, almoſt ar every Seffron and Aﬀize, intryall of 
thoſe, who that way offend ſeriouſly ro bee lamented is 
the lafle of many young Gentlemen(well deſcended) who 
have becne forthar fact, found guilty,and accordingly [uf- 
fered untimely, ighominious, yet deferved dearhs'; Theſe 
milchicfes, and inconveniences I haye'obſerved \, and feri- 
oufly conſidered , ſo that (partly to extenuaremy awne 

foule offences , partly roprocureealſe unto my burthened 

Conſcicnce, but moſ} eheniatly that the like may not dec 

hereafter) I have written this Diſcovery , which. entitle 

my Recartagggn ; I have hereby not only prevented the ba- 

fer ſort foe from comminting ſuch gebellious out- 

rages, but alſo laid opentothe better fort (I, meane tofuch 

asare of Gentle Parentage) the fouleneſſe and baſenefle of 
the AR, that who ſo hath the leaſt reliſh of a Gentleman, 

will be no more ſeduced , and that way m.ſl:d ; now it it 

take this good effe& (as T hearrily with it may) I ſhall ac- 

count my ({1fe happy, although I continue ſtill, 


A diſtreſſed Priſoner, 


I. C, 


" 


— ———— 


To all the Grave, and Learned 
Serjants and Conn/ellours 


at Lavv. 


Here needs no cunning Settor to betray 
To hit ( ompanions, when, nor yet which way 


You areto ride, nor need the Theeves betold 
What ſtore of Coyne you carry ; they all hold + 


Peruſe I pray what with afaire intent 
Is offered to your view, if by what's here 
(When you ſhall be beſet ) you get off cleare, | 
Ay joy ſball be, juſt likethe joy you take, | 
When for your pleading and good counſaile fake, | 
Al poore man ſtill in peace retaines hu owne, 
Who otherwiſe had beene quite overthrowne. | 


| | You to be rich, and certaine prize , befide 

| They know When from, when to, the Terme you ride ; : 
Great t your danger then, which to prevemt | 

; 


Yours itt all due obſervance, f 
L. C. ; 

+ 

| 


wa 92 - 
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To his Honored Friend, his ever deare 


and well approved good Uncle, Sir 


WILLIAM CLAVELL» 
Knight Banneret, A 


Our hidden purpoſes (grave Sir) that reft 
W:hin che ſecret cloſet of your breſt, 

H ive like preJomination with my Fare, 
I ſh-l] be »appy or unfortunrare, 
As tney aſh ne me; you may jultly take 
A fiire occaſion now, b.;th co forſake 
And utterly renounce me; but behuld 
My God above (whoſe ſecrets arc untold, 
A'il things 01 Eacchas he thinkes beſt d:creeing, 
Wit w:ll my furure ations be,'fore-ſceing) 
Hath lent me life and mercie by my King, 
Who is his Subſtitute in every thing , 
Since then their doome is paſt, O let notme 
Be new arraign'd, by your ſeveritic z 
Forget my foule offences, me, and all, 
Vnrill ſome brave, and noble ations ſhall 
Bring you 2 new acquainted, if againe 
I ever take a courſe whart ſhall be vaine, 

Or if of any i!1 1 faultie be, 

O then for ever diſ-inheric me, 


Tour right ſorrowfull Nephew, 


Ioun ClLavaeLt. 


To the_ Reader. 


Pare lc livelickt and belt Monuments of men are 
their actions, and in thoſe their memoyes 
cither dye before them in inftamy, or {ur- 
ve o 2 vive them unto the fartheſt cxtent of per- 
Rd petuitic in the fulleſt and faireſt Regi. 
ſters of time and glory ; both of theſe retaine their 
ſubfſtences , notin the brazen leaves of Sepulchres, nor 
in the tongue-tailing 1clation of ſucceſſion , bur in thoſe 
Paper Records, which ſcldome fortcite them to loſſe , 
although aſſaulted by never ſo many alterations, as the 
Stories from the firſt World, as well prophane as d- 
vine, may wonderfully witneſle to all Obſervers. This 
truth may Guo ion my diſcretion , that have made mine 
ovine hand the Charaerour of ſuch afiors as Poſtc1 i-:e 
wili bluſh at , whoſe memory might eaſily have loſt rhe 
rhouvhts of mcnin lefle then halfe in age, If thus I had 
20! Given It continuance as Jliftine 1: the World Tr is 


: 


conteſt in recipe of my :citc the arlwer is dithcult but 
11 rc{pcAt of God, the World, or:d [ning owne Con- 
ſcience, I could contive rn) rior or more roall ſatis ia. 
CHiGn, The finnes of the & 1, of Gol have 
2 Ir i! 43 d N = 4 M 
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 Tathe Reader. 


mg. CC — Oren 


tery mu't have David's written Confeffion and Contri- 
tion , Salomons Laſciviouſneſſle muſt have his owne ac- 
knowledgement and Recantation; and toconclud e, hee 
that is aſhamed ro confeſle the ills that he bath bcene 
conſcious of, argues too palpably that he is a great many 
leagues from Repentance, and is more in love with his 
finne, then his amendment. Beleeve in Charitic, this is 
my re{olution,that mine owne free deteRion of this perni- 
cious and common vice, might not onely kill the feare of 
my impoſſible relapſes , but bee a juſt deterrer of all the 
worfhippers of this courſe. Nor can I feare, that ſuch 
Idolatry of theirs can rile in Iudgement againſt this truth 
of mine, which hath ſo honeſtly condemned them and 
their actions : or that their revenges, which they have al- 
ready proclaimed again(t the innocence of my Recanta- 
tion, can reach farther then the counſels of AC R1 TT 0- 
PHEL, Whoſe effeR extended to ſelfte-ruine, whilſt 
I ſhall bee happy , to bee cither cenſured or forgotten 
by them , fo- whoſe amendment I owe my Prayers, and 
will rcligiouſly invoke , that they may cither become 
new men like me, or el{c, that they may know my reſolu- 
tion hath built me beyond the aſperſion of their poy- 
ſons. Nor can feare the ill conftruing of this worke of 
mine,they thar love truth and reconciliation of wild youth 
(to that p'rfeRion the firſt creation intended) will love 
my expreffion , more then my Verſe ; and hugge my in- 
tended innocenc*, more then they c:n in goodneſle con- 
demne my deteted Offences ; The reſt, that are galled, 
or prevented by rhis Diſcovery muſt not dare to Tudge, 
becauſe all indifferencie is denyed them, Not can they 
wholc hatreds againſt my Pcrſon or Actions, have drawne 
into a reſolved oppoſing of my faireſt coutſles, claime 
any Language in the condemnation of my Booke , or 

C 3 pro- 
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profeſſion of amendment , fince their iplcrarive Suules 
will draw them into a worle cxtremit:e of cenſtie, then 
ever my moſt provoking needs couJd mee , into the high 
way of this kinde of ſirning. Howſoever it is:aken, it is 
honeſtly mcaant , ar:d will prove (queſitonleſle) a whole- 
ſome prevention for the honeſt Traveller, whoſe ſa isfacti- 
on [ covet, that my il!s may finde ſome Red mption that 
way, which is the fulleſt ambition and hope of 


From my lonely ſad, and 
unfrequented Cham- 
ber in the Kings Bench, 
Otftober, 1627, 


You well-wifber, 


lohn Clavell. 
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RECANTATION. 
7 & Tard and Deliver, to your obſervation, 


Right ſerious thoughts, that you by my rela- 
May benefit, for otherwiſe in vaine (tion 
*I write,you read,unleſſe from hence you gain 
The happineſſe I meane you ; bleſt is he 
That will make uſe of others jcopardy ; 
Be warn'd by me, ſo may you purchaſe hence 
Ata cheape rate my deare expericnce, 
You mult notlooke from me to have the ſtraine 
Of your B/ack-fryers Poets, or the vaine 
Of thoſe high flying men, whoſe rare muſe brings 
Forth births, that Goſſipt are by Lords and Kings, 
For though I oft have ſcene Gadd/-h1ill, and thoſe 
Redtops of Mountaines, where good people loſe, 
Their ill kept purſes, I did never dimbe ; 
Pernaſſns Hill, ot could adventure time, 
To tread the Muſes Mazes, or their floore, 
Becauſe I knew that tbey are lightly poore, 
And Shooters Hill was fitter farre for me, 
W here paſs'd reliefes for my owne porerty. 
I never rode on Pegaſus (for then 
T had fled farther then purſuice of men) 
If therefore you expe aloftic [traine 
You wrong your ſelyes,and me,y.ur thoughts are vaine, 
Perchance my verle may amble,trot, or fly 
As if my frights preſented Hwe and Cry 
To dogge me ſtill; nor (Poetlike) i taigne, 
My theame is Trurh, my (clfe the ſubje plaine, 
I cannot piay the Yatyre ; my diſguiſe 
Fai, ily pluck't off, 1 am not grim, ncr wiſe, 
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Nor curſt enough to ſcourge, no Readle I 

To puniſh you with peti.aſherie : 

I meanc to paint my felfe, and nor to be 

The Chronicler of others infamy. 

I will not ayme ar Motes within your eyes, 
ForI confefſe in mine a beame there lies ; 

W hich | plucke out, an deale as punually 

As if 1ſpake againſt mine encmy. 

Let this invite you then, theſe neweſt wayes 
Of ſelfe inveRtive writing Now adayes 

Each one comimends himſclfe, ind others blagge 
Of faults, when he isgvilry of the ſame, 

Yea and of worlſer too, and ſeeming w iſe 

As folly will the daintic{t Wits d-piſe, 

Such has beene my conceir, for I was prene 
To blame each ation, w hich was not mine owne, 
Belicving what I did was good, m1intaining 
That my ungodly and worſt way of giining 
Was morelegitimare, and farre more fir 

Then borrowing, and thus Iargi”\ it, 

W ho, in the way of lone, takes from his friend 
(W hom hg finds kind, and ready fcrto lend) 
The maine of his eſtate, with an intent 
(Premedira:cd baſely) fraudulent, 

Betrayesa traft, and in performance ſlacke, 
Breakes both his word, his owne, and his friends backe, 
W ho finds np remedy ; bur who hath loſt 

His purſe, repaid i5 at the Countries coſt ; 
Beſides, thethic fc ſayes nor he will repay, | 
Nor is't expe&ed from him, and yer they 

That borrgw, will a thouſand oaths let fly, 

And wiſhthey may be damn'd eternally 

If thay the- faile, and thus the p:rlethey ki 1, 
—_— their o ths, and load their ſoules wi.h ill. 
But hence capitu ation, hee's nor fre 

From ill, that would by ill cxc11{-d be, 
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Dil prompt me to ; he firſt perſwades to ſinne, 
Then ftirmely that we may continue in 
The foule tranſgreflions we commit ; he tels 
W hat faire excuſe we may alledge, which quels 
Our good intentions to deſiſt ; he fayes 
Varto the Quarreller it is apraiſe 
For to affront the Meeke, and a great glory 
To boaſt thereof, and to repeat the ſtory, 
The Envious, and the fullen minded man 
| Thataimes at blood,and ruine,all he can, 
He cheriſhes, and fayesit is but meet, 
Bids him perſiſt, and that Revenge is ſweet. 
Thus Satax pleads, thus he deludes us all, : 
And then at laſt he glorics in our fall. 
0 But horrid Se of Hell I doe deſcry, 
And find thou art the Father of cach lic 
Thar a delinquent has for his excuſe, 
And therein doth conſiſt thy maine abuſe 
Vnto Mankind, immediatly next that 
Temptation which made Eve to perpetrate : 
For (ince that damned a of thine, 'tis true 
We linne by Nature, but are borne anew 
Through Chrsft, which bleſt regeneration 
Has notwithſtanding no relation 
Tothoſe accurſed that doe want the graco 
For to appeale thereto, or have the face 
To juſtihe themſelves, and with a lie 
As*twere confront the ſacred deitie. 
Had eAders tgo, not from his juſt God fied, 
Had he confelM.as other waycs he did 
Deny what he had done, and had he cryed 
For mercie, when himſelfe he juſtified, 
I doe beleevethe vengeance for his finne 
Had not ſolaſting, and fo heavie beene. 
; Thus I debated with my ſelfe when I 
; W as firſt attach'd, and kept fo privately 
; That none muſt viſit me, and even then 
\ Not being allowed to have —_ of men, - 
(1 
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To thee my gracic us God I did appeale, 

To thee (who knew'ſt before) I did reveale, 
Confeſſe, acknowledge,and bewayle my finnes, 
Aſcertained that whoſoever wins 

Mercie and favour from thee,mult repent ; 
Thor onely cauſes thee for ro relent 

And ſtay rhy wrath ; I faid within my hearr, 
All ivie wandring thoughes firſt ſer apart, 

O Gud moſt mercifall thou knoweſt all, 

W tat 1;, what was,and what bereafter ſhall ; 

If thy fore-ſeeing knowledge doth deſcry, 
That if T live, I will live wickedly, 

Ard licking upthe yomit of my (inne, 

The fame ora worſe way of ill begin , 

Now let thy thundring hand my curs'd dayes end: 
But if my cvill dayes I ſhall amend, 

And by a true Converſion yeeld thee praiſe 
And glory, then, O then-m mercie raiſe 

Me frc m the ſnares of Death, dire&t me too 
1.oth what I am to ſpeake, ard what to doe, 
Thus 1 beſought my God ; what comfort then 
And caſe came to my mind,neicher my pen 

Can write, nor you imagine, for that bliſſe 

Hee only knowes, by whom enyjoy'd it is, 

But whilſt this contemplation did tranſporr 

My raviſh'd mind, behold an another fort 

Of thougl:ts affanlr me, that the Devill might 
Loſe all his power in me in this great hgh ; 

Me tl:ovght upon a ſaddaine ] beheld 

My ( onſcience frighted with my fins that yell\d, 
And cry'd, accuhng me, my ills were {uch, 

The glory that 1 faw, I might nut touch z 

The World on th'ather fide, by me ofended, 
Inditing me, with evidencetranſcended 

All trials here, for who will not confeffe, 

Adds to his fault, and doth a new tranſgrefle. 
The heavenly Iudge knew all, and could enforme 
7 he lary how my paſlages were borne, 


Then 


= + 


a Md ei 


XUM 


a. EL. 


CLAVELL's Recantation. 


_ 

 — _—  ———— ——_—_ 
— ____ — —— 

— — -———_— ——_— _ 


Then Sata» that had tempred, next comes in, 
And thoughhe faſhion'd, yet reveal'd my fine : 
So that I conſcious all amazed ſtood, 

Berwixt ſo much of ill, ſo mnch of good, 

And as my comforts reach:d at the crowne, 
Frozen deſpaire afſayes to plucke me downe. 
Artlength my (innes (me thonghes) like clouds did flv, 
And vaniſh'd quite, and none accufer by 

T appeale againſt my pardon, which ſeal'd ſtood, 
Writ in the Lambes deare innocence,and blood ; 
Andall my ruines were reftor'd, in that 

He that muſt judge me is my Advocate, 

And thus prepar'd, induc'd, affur'd, I came 

To my confeſfion here, reſolv'd ro name 

And to particularize all my offences, 

My ill gotgoods, and dearer times expences, 
To fatisfie {terne Tuſtice in each poinr, 
Vnſcruing my c—_ joynt by jeynt. 

Not caring thoagh this freeneffe might deprive 
My being here, and rake me from the live 

To mingle with the dead, if but from hence 
My fortcit life mighr pay for mine offcnce, 

I did not then umtothe ladgeat home 

Deny thoſeils, which were perhaps unknowne 
To his enquirie, nor refaſe to tell 

W hat ever I had done that was not well. 

And at the barre when Death and laſtice ſtood 
Not greedy for, bur challenging my blood 
Asdebt to them, I did not faintly then 

Before rhe faces of fo many men 

That witneſſe my arrzignmert, or deny 
My fouleſt deeds, nor conld the feare to dye 
About me hover with a face ſogrim, 

As not to caſe my conſcience of the ſinne 

I had committed, that my judgement mighr 
How ſad fo e're, be equall yer, and right. 

And that the glory unto God might be 

More then the pitic was beſtow'd on me. 
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Nor was it hope of mercie that my youth 
Might purchale favour onely for this truth, 
Or that the Bench in policie might fave 
Me from the clawes of death, in hope to have 
Such freenefle from the like offenders ſtill, 
W hen they ſhould ſee my plainneſſe thriv'd not ill ; 
And that the law becauſe I vented all, 
Would but my follies chide, nor let me fall, 
No, it was none of theſe, my wounded minde, 
That could no reſt, no eaſe, no quiet finde, 
But in confeſſion, plainly prov'd that I 
W as lcſſe afraid of dying, then alye : 
I knew belidesthat in concealing fo, , 
] ſtriv'd to keepe my ills, not let them goe; 
And he that in excuſes folds his ſhame 
Retaines his. finge, although heſave his-fame. 
Hence then my ill companion, I no more 
W ill trive to hide thee, but unlocke the dore ; 
W here my offences lye, whoſe ugly ſhape 
Shall nor the worlds, nor mine owne cenſure ſcape. 
Of all the hainous fats man can commir, 
There's none like this of mine, for it is right 
Rebellion againſt God and man, ſo foule 
Thar it deſerves the lofſe of life and ſoule. 
87 Now you licencious Rebels, that doe make. 
Profeſſion of this wicked courſe, and take 
A pride therein, and. would be term'd by me 
K nights of the Roades, or elſe at leaſtwiſe be 
Stil'd High-way Lawyers , No, I doe defie 
You, —_ your ations, I will tell you why ; 
Bur firſt plucke off your viſards, hoods, diſguiſe, 
Masks, Muzels, Mufflers, Patches from your eyes, 
Thoſe Beards, thoſe Heads of haire,and that great Wen 
W hich is not naturall, that I may ken 
Your faces as they are, and rightly know- f 
1f you will bluſh at what 1 ſpeake, or no ; 
As well you may, but that you want the grace 
Forlorned mien, I pitic though your caſe, 
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Becauſe it hath beene mine, and gladly I 

W ould ſuffer death to be a remedy, 

And your example, onely that I know 

It will doe better for to live, and ſhow 

Vntothe world your baſenefle, to prevent 

Others that yet ſinne onely in intent, 

Concciving that it isa gentle courſe, 

Not to be diſcommended whilſt none's worſe 

Or baſer on the earth; yet itis true, 

Some Gentlemen, perhaps before they knew 

Fhe pooreneſle of this way, to ſerve their need 
Have more then once attempted ſome ſuch deed ; 
But now they ſee their warlike Prince take Armeg 
They {corne to liveupon their countries harmes, 
But will goe on, whence there may Honour grow 
Toblor out quite their fames firſt overthrow, 
Expreſſing tothe world that want of AQtion, 

As much as monies made them know your faction, 
VVhich though your-courſer natures follow ſtill, 
The Ative fptritleaves, and knowes irill ; 

But what are you that nothing can reclaime, 

From giving to your ſoules fo foule anayme? 
V'Vho neither feare of heavens, nor carths juſt Law 
Can into compaſſe of ſelfe-knowing draw ? 
V'Vhoſe honours, ſtrumpetred ro this baſe courſe, 
Have made you of your ſelves take no remorſe, 
But hugging your owne ruine, and foule ſhames, 
Are proud in loſmg your repme and fames? 
Now I conſider better, 'tis not ſtrange 
That you this life will for no other change ; - 

For yon have got by this vild courſe of fanning 

A kinde of ftare, ne're knowne to your beginning ; 
And trom attending others, are become 
The principall, and beft men in the roome, 

W here (like the Afſe in trappings) yoa doe awe 
The ſilly beaſt*, thar-Beere and Claretdraw ; 

For they you Captaines and { eivtenants call, 

And tremble when a frowne you doe let fall, 
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That in mans memorie were Foot-Boyes knowne ; 
And you defpaire as baſe as your condition, 
Makes you beleeve if you ſhould leave Perdition 
In theſe attempts you ſhould againe be made 
From being Sunnes your ſelves, anothers fhade, 
And that your worthlefle ſpirics cannot rite 
In any courſe that walkes withour diſguiſe, 
For bred on dunghtls, if anmask'd,you feare 
You ſhall too much in your owne filths appeare. 
PF And as the Witch, and damn'd Enchanters pay 

Their tributes ro the Devill, and doe pray, 
In a looſe forme, unto that beaſtly ſpirir, 
From whom they doe their wickedneſle inherit, 
H-;e their oatbes, orders, and diftintions, fo, 
A « they that jn a traRt of goodneſſe goe : 

; 'hirreligious forme and courſe you take 
For your accurſed, damn'd, ProteRors fake, 
And fearing that your aQts were not enough 
To make you his, an oath of ſuch blacke ſtuffe 
You have compounded, as you meant to tye 
Your ſelves to ſinne by your owne perjury. 
For hethat +: urh foriweares, bi to his ills, 
Makes conſcience of a vow, which conſcience kills 
And ſo is perjur*d, ns he ſweares to te 
True to untruths, and falfe to honeſtie, 
Wi ith this you rempt and binde unhappy men, 
W ho doubting to be damn'd, are damned then, 
And to thele vowes ſtill firiving to be tte, 
Forſake all good, in being juft to you. 
Thiz helliſh oath: yow Miniſter, and now 
Out ere they ride you charine them to their yow, 
That if misfortnne in yowr trafficke doe 
Ketray you to the Law, ard danger roo, 
You muſt not +*{1 your Complices, nor name 
How by this curſed trade, and life you came 
If you are preſt hard, to particularize, 
Then muſt you cunningly ſome names deviſlc, 
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Create ſome men, in your owne fantaſie 
Finde cach of them a feature, ſuch an eye, 
Such beardes, ſuch faces, yea and ſuch a noſe, 
Then muſt you finde roevery one of thoſe 
A dwelling, and profeſſion, bur be ſure 

To place them all farre off, ſo you're ſecure, 
For ere enquirie can be made, you ſhall 

Be paſt your tryals danger, and withall 

You may have favour, for diſcovering thole, 
That never any thiefe did yer diſcloſt ; 

T laid me to the mercie of my King, 

And (freely) I diſcoyered every - . 
Concerning my particular ; then being urg'd 
To name my compliccs, and fs to purge 

My conſcience freely, I replyed agen 

Vpon the guilty bloud of other men, 

My life, and fafety I will never build, 
Becauſe I wuuld not to thoſe motions yeild, 
1 was kept cloſe, and preſt too't day by day, 
I aw there was no longer ſaying nay, 

My Storie therefore I began torell, 

And nam'd thoſe men that I knew very well 
Had bin recorded many times before, 

To thoſe ſome fayned names I added more , 


As Bra2$TON, BottoNn, Hyss, (as twill appeare 


By my examinations) but I cleare 

All men that beare thaſe names, (if any be) 
But heere Gody Iuſtice may you plainely ſee, 
Exch man of thoſe that I had thus conceal'd 
Hath ſince bin taken, and himſelfe ceveal'd ; 
Now if youareexamin'd, when you fell 
Totheſelewd courſes, then yonare to tell 
That you came up here with a full intent 

To goe for ſervice ; ere the forces went 

(W hich you mult ready be to name) you had 
Spent all your money z here muſt you looke fad 
And fetch a ſigh or two, and then confefle 
Onely for one ſapply, this wickednefſe . 
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You fell into ; ſo may you move hecliefe, 
W hilſt you are thought to be a poore young thi cfe 
Lately ſeduc'd, and hence will pitie grow ; 
Then muſt you.vow you will no more doe lo : 
Thus ſhall you coulen Tuſtice of her due, 
uickly get off, and to this courſe anew. 
Nor mult remorſe of conſcience touch you, for 
Your facrament relenting doth abhorre ; 
And (entred in) you mult refolye ro grow 
Old in your Vice, and keepe your contra ſo, 
For youare ſworne to uſe theſe courſes (till, 
And ſo indeed are married to your ill, 
But be afſur*d our Lawes are ef that force, 
They will on caſte ſuite grant a divorce. 
Yet you not minding this, doe next agree 
B-th of the time, an. where the place ſhall be 
Appointed for a meeting, ſcarce in this 
(Though 1n all goodnefle flacke)will any miffe, 
6F So being come together, there you lie 

In ſome odde corner, whence you may diſcry 

Such boorics as ſhall paſſe, and then fayeshe 

Thar is the oldeſt thicfe, be rul'd by me, 

And marke what I ſhall ſay,thus muſt you place 
Your Maskes and Chin-clothes , thus then you your face 
May ſoone diſguiſe, and what is he can ſweare 
Direaly and preciſely who we were ; 

And that your words may yeclda differing tone, 

Pur in your mouthes each one a pible ſtone; 

Now muſt we chuſe a watch-word ſomewhat common, 
As (what's aclocke) for feare leſt we ſhould ſommon 
Their theughes into ſuſpicion, then be ſure 

The word once nam'd,cach man to deale ſecure ; 

We that are ſtrongeſt at the gripe will ſeaze, 

]hen be aſlur'd for tooblerve me theſe ; 

Withyour left hand to catch the bridle faſt , 

And let the right upon the ſword becaſt, 

The one prevents eſcaping, r'other then 

Quels their reſiſtance, let our weaker men 
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That are not thus imploy'd cry boldly ſtand , 
And with their Swords and Piſtols them command, 
Whilſt you afright we will perſwade, fo that 
By faire or foule meanes they ſhall yeeld, char's flat. 
0 Perhaps whilſt he is talking yer, one cryes 
Arme, Arme ( amerades, yonder comes a prize; 
If upthe hill you meer, if downe they ride 
You follow after, and then fide by fide 
Each having ſingled out his choſen one, 
And tie Coaſt cleare, you joyntly ſeize upon, 
And then introth 'tis very-(trangeto ſec 
W hat different qualities in men there be. 
You ſhall have able fellowes, ſtrong, well ſet 
As ere your eyesbeheld, when they are mer, 
And ſet upon (great Boobies) tremble, quiver, 
And cry like Children at the word Del;ver, 
Though to affright them there's no weapondrawne, 
Nor money in their purſes to be tane. 
Such cowards there are many ; others then 
( | hat are as Pigmies to theſe taller men) 
Though they are nere fo threatned tobe ſhot, 
Or to be ſtraight wayes murthered, feare it not , 
Bur fight couragionſly whilſt they have breath, 
Not daunted ar the preſent ſhew of death : 
On difadvantagesyet being ſo caughe (brought 
(Not yeelding though) by you ftrong thieves are 
With their fad fellowes; likewiſe in the lerch, 
Our of the way, where you begin your ſearch: 
Then every placeabout them you (o ift, 
Thart'tis impoſſible that they ſhoyld ſhift 
A peny our of fight; 'and if fobe 
You find ſome gold that's quilred privately, 
You call them villaines, and diſhoneſt men 
For their intended cozeaage, happ'ly chen 
The traveller cryesout he is undone, 
Becauſe in that all his eſtate is wonne ; 
W hich moves not, for your contciences are gr v2, 


Y oa value gaine, and not the poore mans lofle, 
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Then chop you Horſes moſt familiarly, 

Exchange you tell them isno roberte, 

And next moſt deſperately you make them ſweare, 
That they ſhall neither follow you, nor rcare 

The Countrey witha Hae «nd Cry, {o vext, 
Robb'd, riffel'd, deſtitute, amaz'd, perplext, 


You leave them, and are gone, they know not whether, 


Nor ſcarce the number, but you went together, 
And that's all they can fay, here is popre light 
To thoſe that doe purtue, yet in your flight 
You ſhew your cowardly feare, each Crow you ſce 
Seemes like a Conſtable, and if ſo be 
A Coltor Calfe within the buſhes ſtirre, 
You thinke you are belſer, in baſte conferre 
One with another how you ſhall get gone 
From that ſo emmine: t deſtruction ; 
Did not | ſee of late, after a prize, 
A [trange confuſion on ſuch poore furmuze ; 
An Owle which into Sanuary gat, 
To ſhunne the ayrie quires wondring at, 
Screen'd in a hollow Tree, fo diſcontent 
Began with fatall whoopes theayre to rent, 
At which you ſwitch'd a pace, fearing that hojlow 
Was of the Countrey, that your flight did follow ; 
Thus more afraid then hurt you often are, 
The more the pirtie, afrerward you ſhare 
And doe devide the ſpoyle. Herelet me fhew 
Another piece of Knavery that I know, 
You play the double theeves, you cheate, forſweare, 
Reſerving the beſt part, from thoſe you dare, 
And curſe your felves to Hell *ris al: ; for I 
Have found you in your damned perjury. 
eZ Bur makes no matter, whether more or lefſe, 
'T1s ſoone conſum'd againe tn wickednefle, 
Hl gotten goods can never proſper well, 
Nor can they thrive that have no place to dwell, 
The rolling tone can hardly gather mofle : 
Thoſe rhat live on, doe alwaycs live in lofle, 
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Yoa have no trade, no calling, no vocation 
W hereby to live, and fave ; yo have relation 
To nothing that is good, waſtfull expence 
Is of your lawleſle gaines the recompence. 
Thus to be firrniſh'd then, is juſt as chough 
A man ſhould thatch his dwelling houſe with Snow, 
W hich melts, drops, ſoulters, and conſumes away 
E'ne in rhe time of one ſun-ſhining day. 
For when to Innes-or Tavernes you doe rumne 
That note your wayes,there are you twice tmdone, 
For well they know their Bills you dave n&chide, 
If you prefame your ations they muſt hide ; 
And ſoto make them rich, you forfeit all 
That men may wiſe, or good, or honeſt calf, 
And as you finn'd in gayning, ſoare faine 
To be in ſpending cozen'd, not complaine = 
Although you know'r, ſo thrittleſſe is their way 
That doe onruines of their Countrey prey, 
I had a treble income, by the meanes 
Of ſuch as were my men, and yet my gaines 
| Scarce countervail'd my charge, yet was I warie, 
Nor waſtfill in expence, bur alwayes charic 
In that particular, to blind mens eyes, 
For feare that thence ſuſpicion might ariſe ; 
Yet (notwithſtanding all this thrift) I could 
Never grow rich by ſaving, nor yet would 
The ſumme I had, when I was doom?*d todye, 
Pay for my buriall, and my Coffin buy. 
W hence I conclude, though we goe late to bed, 
And riſe berimes, and likewiſe cat the bread 
Of carefulneſſe, the vantage will be ſmall, 
Vnleſſe God gives his _ cherewithall, 
W hich he will never doe to ſuch attemprs ; 
Your wicked and anlaw full courſe exempts 
You from that graci@ns benefit, and though 
You doe ſubſiſt a while, God ſuffers ſo 
To try if thar you will reclaimed be, 
If not, his h-avie yengeance ſhall you ſte 
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Our powred inabundanee, then.too late 


You will repent you, curſirg cruell fate 
W hen tis paſt remedy, the Pors you know 
Thar over-often to the River goe, 

(FP Aclaſt come broken home, O then forfake 
This life , leſt you your Inne the Priſon make ; 
And here arriv'd, O Heavens! Hell not retaines 
More fuller tortures, torments, woes, and paines, 
W 1:ich were enough to puniſh all offence, 
Though with the forfeit life the Law ditpence. 
For here goa entred, but you meet 
A thouſand wretched ſcules that looſly fleete 
From place, to place, where lighing is their ayre, 
Thc ir comforts coldneſſe, and their food defpaire ; 
And ev.r as they ſeea Keeper come 
1hey ſtart, as fearing ſome new martyrdome, 

W hiiſt the inſulting Raſcall ſwels to thinke 

The craven ſonle ſhould from his power ſhriake, 
And ſtanding on the tiptoes of poore pritle 
Screw cs his 1ll favour'd face on other (ide ; 

As the poore priſoner witha dolefull looke 
Secmes to petition ſomething, (as the Booke 

Of his fad face may tell) the laylor vild 

His deviliſh heart is from remorſe exild. 

The minures.of your reſt (if reſt there be: 

Within the wals. f ſo much injury) 

Are frighted with your cares, or fome rude noyſe 
Of ſenſelefle creatures, from whoſe drunken voice, 
The night 1s quartred into Earth-quakes fad, 

That you would think ev*n the whole world were mad, 
4nd you another humoriſt ſhall heare, 

Curling the Starres, the Earth, and all that's neere 
Another vild, and franticke in his oathes, 

His blaſphemies 'gainſt God and Angels throwes, 
Curſing his cruell Creditors, and fate 

That makes him begge his food within a gratc. 
Perhaps ſome pray, but if they doe, 'tis ſo 

Asif the good they meant they did not know, 
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Bur as their wants or cuſtomes doe provoke» 
They,in diſt:ation, doe their Goes invoke, 
W ho heares as lictle, for ſuch vowes as thoſe 
The beſt efteRs of true petitions loſe, 
Hereare you mingled with the various lraine 
Of fainting need, and eyery humour vaine, 
And mult of force endure theidle way 

Of thoſe as doe blaſpheme, and ſuch as pray 
At one ſelfe inflant, here what other il! 

Your owne corruption knew nor, meete you ſtill, 
And if alittle tainted when you came, 

Ere Yoa depart y'are all compogd of ſhame, 
And grow as cunning now in all cffence 

As hee that tempred mans fir{t|Innocence, 
Nor is that humour which ſome parents have, 
(Thinkirg their viler Sonnes they thus may fave 
From utter ruine,or reclaime from ſinne, 

Tf bur a priſon once they are put in) 

To be forgiven z for in aving 10 

They dye precipitate their overthrow ; 

The cauſe is cafe, for examples ill 

Purgenot, but doe adulterate the will, 

Too prone to giddie folly. And -befide 

T hey that injoy the ayreand region wide, 

W hen from a kinfinattor a friend confin'd, 
They have a Mcſhge; or'a Letter ſign'd, 

As if they had him facrifis'd to hell, 

Nor know him, nor the place where he doth dwell, 
Or if they call his mention from the dead, 
Itis as faint as of thoſe buryed ; 
So that the living deaths of Priſoners bee 
The feeling'ſt Monuments of miſerie, 

But theſe are but the Inrerludes to thoſe 
Sad Tragedies writ in your overthrowes, 

And as the quickeſt paſſage in your Scene, 

To your Cataſtrophes, ſo ſlighr, ſo meane, 
That be that ſees your ends, may truly fay, 


The Priſon was the beſt of all your play, 
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For there your facall jodging,and {ad roome, 
Preſenting to you your accurſed doome, 
May well inſtra& you, that abuſe of aire 
Hath brought youto this chamber of deſpaire, 
W here when the tell-tale Sunne through crannies ſpies 
Your day-bard carkafle, lock'd in miſeries, 
! It ſnatches his free beames from your dull ſight, 
tn As who ſhould fay, you hadabus'd his light, 
il By doing that it was aſham'd ro ſce, 
| And therefore darknefſe muſt your portion bee. 

The night, which you can ſcarce diſtinguiſh then, 
——(W hil{t your fad thoughts your errours may condemne) 
| In ſtead of fleepe ſhould with a thoufand feares, 
| Sound your wak'd conſcience larums1n your earcs, 


| Vi3told your guilts, and crowne your watchfull eyes 
| Not with a dreame, but ſenſe of Miſcries, 

Then death, which, or you feare not or deſpiſe 

Muſt coldly in your apprehenfjons riſe, 

And teach youtruly what it is to dye, 

Nor natures, but the ſonnes of infamie. 

0(F Butſuch conſiderations have long ſince, 

With your worſt thoughts, a cruell difference. 

For you belceve you had deſerv'd to bee 

Admir'd, not ſcern'd, for your paſt villany, 

And thar the ations you havedoneare ſuch 

As pace with honour, can endure the touch 

Of crueP'ſt cenſure, whilſt you fondly deeme 

That men you brave, and valiant doe eſteeme, 

And fo are bound with your ills to connive, 

And in dc ſpite of Law keepe you alive : 

So from the Gaole nnto the halter goe 

Carelefſe of now orafter overthrow. 

Baſe uſurpation, and conceits as vaine 
| As are your lives, expenſes, and yoar gaine. 
| For gocd and&rave men ecnſurerightyour finne, | 
| And pittie you, and the courſe you arc in, ; 
Rather in commenPierte, then that | 
Your vid Ceteatings ſhould be wondred er. 
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And ſince you are difcovered thus: by'me, 
If by miſtake before.aman might be 
So cheated with your boaſtings, and loud talke, 
Becauſe he never knew the tracke you walke 
With your Ciſguiſes, now. bis judgement may 
Be altered, better'd, or quite throwne away, 
W hen all ycur fained worths appeare to be 
Bur faint proteors of your infamie, 
Diſabled in the poore things you commit, - 
W hich neither are for worth, nor valour fit. 

© Your ends beſides (if nothing elſe) might draw 
You into feare tobreake the rigorous Lav ; 
Vnhappy he that hangs upon a tree, | 
The wretched guerdon of impietie. 
Nor dies the ſhame with him that ſuffers fo, 
His family in ſuch an overthrow 
Participate and hare, whoſe innocence- 
Are dy'd in ſcandall, but for his offence. 
And the whole ſtocke, aboveanage in time, 
Is blaſted for this debt. he pay'd his crime. 
And yet theſe {enſeleſle Caitives who inherie 
This way of dying by their owne deinerit, - 
Laugh at this judgement, call ia fine thing, 
Thus to be pulFd co heaven.ina ftring , 
And thar the Appoplex, Flegmesand Catarre, 
More cruell to the ſoules of. Chriſtians are 
Then hanging, for theſe paſſions take men henet, 
Ere they can thinke of dying, or have ſenſe 
Of their repentance, being ſnatcht away 
Scarce with ſo poore a warning, as to pray. 
But theſe have Sermons, Prayer, Sacrament, 
Pſaimes, and all wayes to bring them to repent; 
And a great audience of the people by, . 
For whoſe faire warning th'are content to die; 
And thus thei ſtrong deluder drawes chem on 
To laugh at, and deſerve deſtracion. 
What ſhould be their example and affright them, 
Doth rather pleaſe, rejoyce, content,delight them. 
e But 
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CF But you fond men it may be doe frppoſe, 
Becauſe I ſcap'd, tbat you ſhall never-loſe 
Your forfeit lives,Twiſh the grace I found, 
May not to any of yeur 'harmes redound , 
I meane to your encoaragement, you know, 
Out of partiailarsno generalls grow : 


One Swallow makes no Summer, though Noye'; flog 


Once overwhelmed-all the living brood 


That ſtrove againftthe ſtreame, topping the rankes 


Of the great Mountaines,'and the leffer Bankes, 
With every Crawling creature (not one miſt, 
Though they Lent af their powers to reſiſt ) 

Yer God hath promiſed (we have underſtood) 
He will not ſend us ſaeHianother Alood, 

Thirgs ſeldomeare not uſaall ; beſides ſtrong 
The reaſons are, that did my life prolong + 

You muſt conclude, that had the time not bin 
The Iubily of mefcie, when my finne' - 

Was call'd in queſtion; I had Preſident 

Bin, not in writing,but in puniſhment : ; 
For that great power by whom wegovern'd are, 
To limit my illcourſes ({train'd fo farre ) 

Thus tooke me from my 'ſinne, and did<ontrive, 
How by ſtrange meanes T ſhould be kepr alive: 
For know, juft at that inſtant whenthe joyes 
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Of ,reat men, good men, old men, young men, boyes, ' 


Had bur one objeR, likethe heavenly tpheres, 
Whoſe harmony,'bnenote, one bvrthen beares; 


Then when each face did like a Bridegroome (mule, 


And one entire-contentment crown'd this lle, 
The Birds, the Beaſts, the-men, and every thing 
Preſentiug their glzd Aves to their King, 

W ho like a Sunne ew -rifen on the carth, 
Diſdaines ro view a comer where's not mirth, 
Sothrew « beame on me, whoſe lackleſle fate 
Was then midſt all this joy diſconſolare ; 
Then wag my appreheno6n, even ju{tthen 
As if my faulesdiſtingniſh'd me from mien- 
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That were ordain'd for joy, or mine offence 
Deni'd my ſhare ia blifſe of Innocence. 
Yet this preſerv'd me ; Bar«bbas muſt be 
At the great Feaſt from deathand bundage free ; 
It was no favourto the man,or crime, 

That fav'd his life, his bleding was the time 
Nor could my glorious Sanne, that Roſe ſo faire, 
With blood inte or cloud the laughing ayre, 
Or die the Crimſon of his Morne with red 

Of MalefaRtors blood (fo early ſhed) 

His beauty is his owne, nor woald he ſhine 

Art firſt in Iuſtice,theugh tis ca'd divine: 

Hence grew the Mercie, that my joy ſo mighe 
Be in reſpeR of all mens tripartite, 

For beſides this I had an Advocate, 

W hole vertue could the hardeſt penetrate, 

And make compaſſion eaſie, for her ſmile 
Could the fad browes of ſternefle reconcile ; 
Her ſweetneſfle can the angry Ocean calme, 

And turne the Afpe his poyſon into Balme, 

And ſtay the thunders heavie hand, juſt then 

W hen it is rhreatning ruine toall men; 

The tiger of her young-ones robd would ſtay 
Bur at hcr preſence, and forbeare her prey ; 

The angrieſt things mutt at her (ight appeare 
As ſmooth as Auguſt, or the ſpringing yeare ; 
She the rich partner of his royall bed, 

W ho weares a triple crowne upon is head, 
Embrac'd him,cald him Lord, and at that word, 
W ho could deny a pardon toafford. 
She ask'd, he gave, and my deare fate in this 
Got my free pardon, ſhe a bqunteous kifle, 
So ſweetly ſeal'd was my remiſſe from dcath, 
So ratthed by this to royall breath. 
Preſume not y et on this, occaſion ſo 
W 1l1nor her liberall aide to all beſtow ; 
One thicfe was fav'd, that no man ſhould deſpaire, 
Bur one, fo that preſumptions forfeitare ; 
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He with his Saviour died, bleſt time for him, . 
Whoelſe had found no pardon for his ſinne : 

I in my Soveraignes glory was to die, 

And that imetle my life at liberty. 

Nore the occaſions ſtrange that ſer us froez 

Me from this death, him to cternity, 
My Prince's crowning, his Redeemers death, , 
Aſl:r'd his ſoule, and did reſtore my breath. 

zur every day isnet Coronation ; Nor 
Did many ſuffer with our Saviour. 

And metcy ar ſach times as theſe extended, 

10 ludgements turne, if grace be twice oftended; 
And zow you thinke me happy being free 

From death and ſhame by this benignity : 

Bur if you doe alittle backe reflet 

On the recharges of my foes, th'aſpet 
Of this Sun-ſhining day you. cloudy find, 

And much foule weather in my fate behind : 

For now , as I haveſeeneatired Hare 

Of his owneſwittnefle ina faint defpaire, 

After whoſe fearefull feer, the yelping cy, 

Of the whole kennell, follow eagerly. 

W hich ſprde, ſome Huntſinan or ſome Shepherd neere, 
Secing the weary Wat halfe dead with feare, 

In the Purfuers (ight, in his ſafe armes 

Fc1ds the poore creature from their cruell harmes ; 
'Bout whom the angry chaſers leape and bay, 
Afaulting him that keepes them from their prey ; 
And with their fearefull noyſes fright ir more, 
Then the poore beaſt was in purſuit before: 

Even juſt thus is my poore life purſu'de, 

W bi { I thoughr danger palt, it was renew'd, 
For firſt they followed with much ſpeed and cry, 
Af.er poore me (that fled but cafily ) 

And when the King of Forreſts and of Chaſles 
Thus found me deſtitute, before their faces, 
(Ready to be deyour'd) fnatch'd me away 
luſt then, as they were ſeizing onthe prey, 
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And in his royall armes of graceembrac'd 
My panting life, before ſo hotly chac'd, 
And yet bchold my Adverfaries rore 
With lowder exclamations then before; 
And would with horrid clamours him conſtraine 
VW hat he preſerv*'d, thus to deſtroy againe ; : 
eAppeales and Caveats, and fuch things they bring, 
To force me from the boſome of my King ; 
On which divineſtaltar whilſt F hold, 
I cannot be unto their furies ſold. 
And yer the rareſt eloquence in Law, 
That I could to my cauſes handling draw, 
I was enforc'd tocrave; fo ſtrongly they 
Did alchough pardon'd'gainſt my life invay, 
Here I a new muſt muſter up my friends, 
Wearied before ; te crofle their bloody ends. 
Make their endeavours ſach to fave me now, 
As if the King no pardon didallow : 
Thus though my life they cannot take, you ſee 
They make me weary of't by troubling me : 
Thusa Delinquent muſt of force endure, 
He knowesnot, when he's freed, nor when ſecure, 
Behold, the Mapof your proceeding here, 
A Glafle in which tolife, there doth appeare 
The forme of all your ations; which I know 
Are uglier yet in ſubſtance then in ſhow. 
As they are vild, youraimes are worſe, your cads 
As bad againe, yet theſe your hope tranſcends : 
For both in ill deſignes, icleads you on, 
And will moſt faile, when moſt you cruſt upon, 
© Now then if that you are nor quite berefe 
Of likelihoods for grace, if there be left 
Roome bur for one good thought, if unto ſtane 
You havenot ſold your ſelves ont-right, lt in 
This motion I ſhall make, behold your fac, 
Summon your guilty conſcience, which is rackt, _ 
And gladly would fpeake truth, that it might gainc 
Eaſe to her ſelfe ia her m—__ paine ; 
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She would account, and be diſcharg'd, thereby 
The wormea breeding would foone live, foone dye, 
A hideous horrid fight it muſt needs be, 
W hen 1n theirugly ſhapes, you chance to ſee 
Your inonſtrous finnes appeare; yet happy men 
You cannot everbe at all ril] then, 
No nor then neither, if it be roo late, 
*Tis ſome mens curſed and unhappy fare, 
That they can ne're be touch'd ar heart untill 
The damned bed-roll of their fmnes o're- fill 
The1r guilty conſcience, in ſtead of prayer 
In vaine as they conceive, they.then deſpaire, 
Not able to appealeto Chriſt his paſſion, 
They greedily lay hold on their damnation. 
If notthe feare of this ycur temporall death, 
Let the cternall move, the one's but breath , 
The other cndlefle, ever-living paine, 
Fre it be done, it ſtill begins againe ; 
Pitty your filly ſoules, that elſe muſt fry ' 
In burning lakes of Brimſtone, never dye ; 
\Where worſe then e/£gypr- darkenefc hems you in, 
With ſeverall tortures for each-ugly finne ; 
\W here howles, and hollow groans the coapes-mates be 
To this crernallnighr of miſery ; - (come 
W here froſts, fires, drownings, ſulphur, choakings, 
Encreafing ſtill, ne're ending ; here's your doome z 
And theſe the torments that ad, are, 
Of which (vild men) you muſt expe your ſhare, 
If you will ſtill perſiſt, and rot give o're, 
*Tis then in vaine for to perſwade you more. 
Ile ceaſe my faire meanes therefore, and will try 
If 1 can fiight you withan Hue-and Cry. 
Here I would name both you, and your abode, , 
But that you vary thoſe on every rode : 
Yo'are Eaft, now Weſt, and next North-Countrey mer, - 
And tFen your names as oft you change againe. 
Thus to informe then, were to put in doubr, 
Not to giyelight.to mento find you out. = 
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You in another kind I will deſcribe, 

That every man ſhall know you as you ride, 

Or toavoid you how,or his purſe loſt, 

I reach him a true rule, how he ſhall coaſt 

And dog you as you ride , how to be ſure 

To take you, when youthinke your {:lves ſecure. 
Thereare ſome certaine people (who roare well) 
Thar in their drunken cups are apt to tell 

Strange ſtories what they did, and meane to doe, 
(nd they intend you ſhould beleeve them tuo) 
That thrce of them well horſ'd, affiulred ten, 
And robb'd them all, ſtout, able, monied men ; 
Then will they name a ſumme (as large) they got, 
Heere if you pauſe, that you may doubr itnor, 
They will blaſpheme amaine, that you were better 
Seeme to beleeve, and let them reſt your debtor, 
For what they now would other wiſe have ſworne: 
W hy are you with theſe idle fancies borne? 

VV hat honour is ity but a foule diſgrace, 

A great disfiguring to a ſpotleſle race, 

A vild, a baſe, a moſt unworthy fat, 

A poore, diſhoneft, yca a cowardly aQ ? 

W hat have you here to boaſt of then, but ſhame ? 
You thar are greedie of this guilt, and fame, 
VVould you had mine to ſhare amongſt you, though 
I os ney you pour durſt by irſo: 

The ſtill Sow eatesthe draugh, the barki 

For all his ſeeming fury, needsno clogg bs, "EE: 
[s it diſcretion if you had done fo, 

To glory in your ill, and boaſt on't too Þ 

You undertake (forſooth) rogive the Word, 
V'Vhich ſhall prateR men betrer than their ſword ; 
As for example , Rownd-de-la-vera-Hay, 

The Moone ſoines bright, or elſe, Ware's Poſt away : 
Theſe are mcere fopp'ries, we did often take 
Some ſuch quaint ſayings, for our ſafeties ſake; 

As when we met a friend we would not ſeize, 
Or ſaw more company, diſcovering theſe, 

F 


3 vVye' 


__— 
ba Do vn 


EO x I 


CLulAveELL'sS Recantation, 


V Ve had our private Items, to forbeare, 
V V hilt honeſt travailours though they did heare, 
Suſpected nothing ; yet by canting ſo, 
V Ve knew on all occaſions whar to doe; 
But to beleeve that ſuch like whinfies would 
Make us ler ſlip cur prize, or that we cculd 
,y any words, though nc're ſo faire,be dray'ne 
Torender backe the money we had tane, 
Is a conceit as 'vaine, as they are baſe 
V Vho tell theſe ſtories with a brazen face : 
Then give them leave to talke, and obſerve yct 
My | ctrer cautions, which ycu ſhall find true. 
(77 Becauſe I liv'd by ſpoyle of Paſſengers, 
Thus will I recompenſe them this worke's theirs, 
M-ant for their good, the guerdon for my gaine, 
Is to adviſe how they may not ſaſtaine 
A farther loſſe ; come be you rul'd by me, 
And well vubſerve, theſe your inſtruQions be : 
V Vhcn as you carry charge, let no man know, 
Nor of your inoney, nor yet when you goe. 
You havean bumour when you are fo ride, 
Yun Neighbours, Kinſmen,or your friends you bid 
To ſup, or breake their faſts, onely rodrinke 
Healths to your good returne ; you little thinke 
There's any harme in this, yet I have knowne 
A Fathet thus betray'd by his owne Sonne, 
A Brother by a Brother, and a friend 
Mol: dcarc in outward hew, to condiſcend, 
And ay the plot with theeves, bid them prepare, 
Such a rrize comes, whereof he takes a ſhare, 
W hil'{t, but for htm they nevcr had bin mer. 
Another kind of men there is, thar'ſer, 
Ten times more dangerous, you often chooſe 
Some one to guard you, for feare you ſkould looſe 
\ our money by the way, you doe relie 
oth on lus valour, and his honeſtie, 
Now as yqu ride together, it he ſee 
\ on light on any other companie, 
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He rounds you in the care (as if he tooke 

The greateſt care) and fayes that yon mans looke 
He likes not ; you perſwaded, ſlacke your pace, 
So thar alone he brings you to the place 

V Vhere his confederares lie, and then furpriz'd 
(As 'twas by him and them before deviſtd) 

1 hey hacke, and hew againſt cach others ſword, 
Till threatned to be /bor , you give the word, 


Nay more, he is inform'd which way they goe, 
And as you follow with an Hue and Cry, 
He will be ſure roleade you quite awry, 

If any man amongſt them you ſuſpe&, 

Or by his ſpeech, or by his eyes refleR, 
(Being orherwiſe diſguis'd) if you hitrighe, 
Shaking his head, as inan owfull plight, 

He will crie ſadly no, it is not he, 

I the proportion of his face did ſee, 

For in the ſcuffle off his vizard fell, 

And in the. interim, I view'd him well. 
Thus ofcen are we moſt abu('d by thoſe 

In whom we doe moſt confidence repoſe; 


You ſhall have Chamberlaincs,that there have bin 
Plac'd purpoſely by theeves, or elſe conſenting 

By their large bribes, and by their often tempring, 
That marke your purſes drawne, and giveagueſſe 
V Vhart's there, within a little more or leſſe; 


There's likewiſe in mine Hoſt ſometimes deceit, 
If ir be left in charge with him all night, 

Varo his roaring Gueſts he givcsalight, 

(W ho ſpends full thrice as much in wine and beere, 
As you in thoſe, and all your other cheere. ) 

Theſe inconveniences doe oft ariſe 

For want of heed, and care, be therefore wiſe, 

« 0F* Forbeare to ride up 1 the Sabhbarhday, 

In which God fayes, Remember, reſt, and pray, 


And bid him yeeld, (which he ſeemes loth todoe) 


(F Oft in your Clothiers and your Grafiers Inne, 


Then wil they gripe your cloak-bags,feele cheir weight, 
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As we our ſervants ofrentimes command, 
V Vhen many buſineſſes they take in hand, 
That chiefly one by no meanes they forget 
Above the reſt; juſt thus much in effet 

Imports the word Remember, though our law 
Be not of force enough to keepe in awe 
The Sabbath-breaker, yer God in the way 

Oft meets with him, and gives him as a prey 
To high- way theeves : that day they rather chuſe 
Than any other, fitteſt for their uſe, 

For then the Roads are quiet, and rhey know 
None ride but thoſe have grear aff.ires to doe, 
W hich to effeR, tis thoughr, they have about them 
Grcat ſtore of Coyne, and this makes theeves miſdoubt 
An1 as the Cut-purſe is in prime of play, (them, 
V Vhen menat Church doe moſt de-ourly pray, 

So are the high-way Cutters; for the Devil 

Is not content to tempt them to doe evill, 

But teaches them preſumption in the AR, 

V Vhich well he knowes doth aggravate the fad, 
Laſtly, if you are robb'd on that high day, 

Tt is not fit that then the Countrey pay 

Your mceney backe againe, that remedy 

The Tudge in conſcience will to you deny ; 

V Vhat reaſon is it men ſhou}+leave to pray, 

To waytupon ycur theeves that run away ? 

No, ride at lawfull times, and you ſhall meer 

Store of good company for you to keepe, 

© Aſſociate though with none, unlcfſe with thoſe 

Tl at you find rather willing for ro loſe, 

Than have your company ; for they rhar {t1! 

Prefſe to be neere ou, though againſt your will, 

Arc ſomewhat dangerous ; but ] will ſhow, 


' How you ſhall nd if rhey be theeves, orno; 


Take but occaſion tor to make ſome ſtay, 

Then marke, if that they keepenot on their way, 
Bart flacke their pace, or clſc alight and goe; 

Or it perchance they doe refuſe ro doe 
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As I have faid, juſt then, befare your fape, 

F ollow ſome halfe houre after, a flow pace; -- 
If ſo you overtake them, then take heed, 

For that's the very tricke af theeves indeed. 
Next of a theefe, the uſuall markes be theſe, 

( Which as you ride yau may obſerve with eaſe) 
They Muffie with'their cloakes, or clſe their coate 
Hides all their clothes, that ſo you may nar note 
W hat (utes they have, a Handkercher they weare 
About their neckes, or Ciprefle, which they reare 
Over their mouthes, and noſes, with their hand, 
Tuſt at the time when as they bid you ſtand : 
Perhaps ſince here I have diſcovered this, 
They will now leave them cf, thar-yau may miſlc 
Your obſervation, be you therefore ture 

As ſoone as they comeriding ſomewhat neere 
To gaze full at their taces, you ſhall ſee 
Them turne their heads away, as if ſo be 
They had fpide ſomething on the torher ſide ; 


W hich if they doe, then keepe your diſtance wide - 


Butnow they will not may be, yer may you 
Have by theſe meanesa tall and perfect view, 


And know them when you ſee them next,or whether 


Their great buſh beard and faceagree cagerher. 
This above all I wiſh you for yourgoad, 

By any meanes ſhun him that weares a hood, 
Beware of them that whiſper, and thoſe mca 
That are inquiſitive, far ſurely then'. 

They but examine you that they may know 
By circumſtance whe'r you have coyne or no. 


£2 Youand your friend perchance do ride together, 


Your company's increaſed by another, 

A ſeeming honeſt man, and you are glad, 

Where's two to one {afpicion none is had, 

You call him fellow-travellour, and he 

Rejoyces in your honeſt company ; 

Abour ſome two milesriding there o're-takes 

Some three of his companions, then he ſhakes, 
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Trembles, and quivers, and ſeemes fore afraid, 
And cries, dire&tly friends weeare way-laid ; 
If you have charge about you let me know, 
Bhat I may cocke my Piltoll as I goe ; 
By thoſe or fuch like words he will ſoone find 
W hether, or no, your purſe be richly lin'd 
And whilſt you _— there had bin three to three, 
Your i#das is on other {ide you ſee. 
W hen there is ſet a certaine prize indeed; 
Then out of: policie it is agreed - 
That one amongſt them, who can a it right, 
Shall be acre like a Countrey wight, 
Cloathed in ruſſer, or aleatherne (lop, 
W hich roules of rotten hay ſhall uffderprop , 
Meeting his hobnaild ſhoes halfe way thelegg; 
His waſtcote buckled with a hathorne pegg ; 
His ſteeple felt, with greaſie brims, inch broad, 
$hall totter on his noddle, then a goade 
Serves ſor his riding rod, thus fitly clad, 
And with aclownith poſture, (all as mad) 
Mounted a ſide upon a wad of ſtraw, 
He rides up cheeke by jole, can this man draw 
Suſpicion to your thoughts? what can you fearc ? 
You will begin ro char, you love to heare 
His fillic anſwers, and his countrey phraſe ; 
He wich his -fained fillineſle ſhall raiſe. 
Much mith and laughrer, briefly he begins 
To whiſtle Robin Hood, or elfe he {ings 
Some ccuntrey catch, you like that humour too; 
Yen know your Countrey Clownes doe uſe to doo 
Thelike at Plow and Cart, but that begun, 
Immediarcly upon you will herun, 
And ſeize you unawares, thenin come they 
W ho rode a diſtance from you on the way, 
Preſuming that your charge might make you feare, 
And not to ſufter them tocome ſonecre, 
(F Had you not need be wary, judge I pray ?- 
Let meperſwadeyou, doc notride by day. 
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With any ſumme you are afraid to loſe, 
Bur in the night, yer then take heed of thoſe 
Baſe Padding Raſcalls, for their ks4 calfe law 
I am not privie to, | never ſaw 
Them, nor their ations, then 1 cannot ſhow, 
How to prevent the thing I doe not know. 
But thus much I aflare you, you ate free 
From any Horſemen you thall meer, or ſee, 
For they belcevethat none will ride atnight, 
Bur onely thoſe whole purſes are too light, 
And hardly worth the taking ; next they muſt 
Keepe lawfull howers, for feare they through miſtruſt 
Be apprehended, that's their chiefeſt care ; 
And then againe 1 kuow they hardly dare | 
Adventure in the davke, for they can ſpy 
Neither advantage, opportuutic, 
Nor whether you }ave Pi.olls, nor yet know 
W hether that you be likely gan or no ; 
And , ou have time y: ur money to convey, 
And much more benefit by night, then day. 
Bur ſince God hath ordain'd thise.me to reſt, 
And not torravaile in, | doe my beſt 
Soto aduiſe you that you fhall be ſure 
W hat time ſo e're you ride, to be ſecure. 
0 This isa generall rule, and obſervation, 
Your high-way theeves duc al wayes keepe their ſtation 
Vpon your greateit roades, that out. of thoſe 
Thar doe paſſe by, they may both picke and chooſe ; 
And ſo they cull the likelieſt out of many : 
But on your petty By-roads, where ſcarce any 
Are wont to trayell, they ne're uſeto be, 
You may be fafe from any jeopardy 
It here you coaſt, which | adviſe you to, 
Rather then on your great high roades togoc, 
PF You havean idle cuftome when you ride 
By any dangerous place, then ſide by ſide 
You buſtle up together cloſe; but know, 
You worke by this meanes your owne overthrow : 
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Here l adviſe whith waye'rt you ride, 
A Butts length diſtance ar the leaſt divide 
Your ſclvesfrom one another, fo keepe on, 

F. r I afſure you they ne*re ſet apon 

A ſcattered rr6o0ps; for feare of ſomes eſcaping, 
\V hich may endanger their immediare taking : 
Beſides, their coftipany they doe divide, 

And ſctat feveraM ſtands, ard ſhould yottride 
All in a clufter;they wHLAALY om 

Before, behinW&'4nt _ yot! about: 

Now if tht following, they #ttempr, you {by 
Thelt drift #dyeſomion pt. ſeoly, 

And very fhtly yaye faire tine to (hit 

The thing intended, ere i bebepun + 

For as you ride at diſtance thus, 1f they 

Begin ro part themſelves pon the Way, 

And ayme at like diviſions, every ene 

Creeping neere him he th&nes to ft tpon, 

You have faire warnitis hete, mike ufe of that, 
And gaine from tem the vantage ayimed 4+ : 
But ſure they willtot'doF, Btit all rogether, 

That they may be athand with one anorher, 

To helpe where ther&svcatfign; fay they ſhoult! 
Adventure deſperately, they tieyer coul: 

Brig you together, nor ade the way, 

W ijthout much trouble, snd a grearer ſtay ; 

And peradventure, ere halfe rhis be done, 

Vnro your reſcue there te others come. 

Now I conjure yet thar ride by the white, 

I ct neither-+threates'mor Are wortdsyoo beonit: 
Nor yet diſlwade,from yeetding your retfete 
To thoſe you find in atitth with the thieſt : 
] doe remembet I Fave oftch beenie 

Thus wickedly nnptoy'd, whili} T have feerte 
Some others riding in tothis'6ur fray, 

I onely wiſh'd them'to keepe on their way, 
"With ſuch perſwaffonsT fornd fitred beſt 
"A ith their amaZe, {6 Biirely ths dfftreft - 
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And to cur mefcies, they have left thoſe men, 
That very cas'ly might have reicued beene, 
ec Now thus much for prevention, here you ſee 
From point to point, a plaine diſcovery 
Of the theeves pollicie, I ſhew'd you how 
You may avoid it, let me tell you now 
What you have next co doe ; If you {py 
(As you may gueſle by my diſcovery) 
That there are theeves amongſt you, doe not gaze 
On this, and tother ſide, nor in amaze 
Afﬀrighted ſtand, as if your onely hope 
Were ſome tb refcue you, that will provoke 
And not diſheartten them, then tnind it nor, 
Bur be as though all feare you had forgor, 
And looke as big as they,and if they proffer 
Be ſure to draw, as ſoone hs they make offer : 
Remember then thecauſe you have in hand, 
Your reputation, and your money ftand 
At gage m this, and it you dare not fight, 
It grieves me much to doe you thus much right, 
They (if they find you reſolute and Rout) 
Dare even aſwell be hang'd, as fig br it our, 
Not out of cowardize, bur that they know 
To their diſcomforts, thar in fighting {6 
They ſtrive againſt a Countrey, Inftice, Law, 
Right, cquitieand cheſs keeperchern in ave ; 
]Apegke it by experience, 1 have ſerne 
As bold, and daring fpitirs, as have beene 
Inany men thisday alive, yea'ſach 
Asnever thought a lyWwfhll duriwere mach, 
Thar durſt adventure Jn ati honeſt catſe, 
W ithin the fulleft gripe, and ereedieſt pawes 
Of death and danger, fach as durſt have gone 
Vp to the Canons mouth, undannted one 
Sach have I ſeenc, art this unlawfall fat, 
Tremble, aftrighted, in the very a> 
W ith true remorſe of conſcience toucht, toſee 
W har baſenefle was in hand, what jeopardy 
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Their lives and honours were both ſubje roo, 
They that amongſt them all the boldeſt doe, 
Endeavour moit how they may bugbeares ſeeme 
And who are robb'd, bur rhoſe that doe eſteeme 
Their t>reats ? unlefle you yeeld withour delay, 
We (hoot you thorow, they perhaps may fay : 
B..t who thus threatned yer reſiſting {tall 
Can fay unto me that he fared ill ? 

Some thou, h are ſomewhat retolurely bent, 

Tis rrue, yet is it farre from their inrent 

To ſhed 1 eur blood, for they in duing ſo, 

Shoula worke their owne immediate overthrow, 
They could nor then {ubliſt, for though they paſle, 
Sought after ſlightly for the momies loſle, 

Should they take life and all, the, could not ride 
To any place where they might ſafely bide, 

Burt through continuall ſearch they would be found, 
And then pay dearely for each bloody wound. 

1 his the event would be, which they well know, 
Rather then hurr you, they will let you goe, 

And iiay a while untill they meet with ſome 

WW hich their faire words, or threats will overcome, 
Beſides, the right is of your fide, and though 
Youare o'r-match'd, God may enable you ſo, 
Thoſe Caitifes may be vanquiſh'd by your hand ; 
Then wha: good ſervice you ſhall doe your Land, 
Your Prince, and C ommo'1-wealth, you may ſuppoſe, 
Even in the at by apprehending thoſe 

W ho live upon the ſpoile, then hold them play 
And yours ſhall be the honour of the day. 

6+ Bur *ris a fault of yours, you doe conſent 

And yeeld too patiently, you are content 

Nor onely tobe rob'd, but let them goe, 

And bately wiſhrhey may e{cape, that ſo 

The Countrey may be liable, for why 

If they not rakerde with Fze and Cry, 

You inult have all reflor'd, and what care you, 

One thing more 1 will tell you, which is true, 
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You often double and miſname the ſamme, 

You know the hwnndred willing is to come 

To compoſition with you, if they doe, 

You couſen both the theeves and Countrey too ; 

And when youtell the ſtory, thenalthough 

You were rob'd fairely,and but two to two, 

You fay they were five, (ixe, or at leaſt fower, 

And that you fought it out above an hower ; 

And then you cut and flaſh your harmeleſſe cloaths, 

 Andfay that in the fight *rwas done by thoſe 
That tooke your money, which God knowes you gave 

Wi ithour reſiſtance, ere rhey ſcarce did crave. 

Dove no more ſo, nor ſtrive that men may deeme 

You valiant, for it isa poore eſteeme 

To be accounted, if you be notſo ; 

And they have farre a harder taske to doe, 

To keepe opinion, falſly undergone, 

Then thoſe have none, for toatchieve to one, 

Be what your Images doe repreſent, 

Men nobly ſpirited, 'twas God's intent 

W hen he creared you, not much unlike 

His Image, moſt divine, that you ſhould fight 

In a juſt cauſe, becauſe he is all juſt, 

And herein failing you betray God's truſt, 

Neglet your durie, and doe animate, 

Nor curbe the vild ones, that doe perpetrate, 

0 Burt tow ſuppoſe rhrough negligence you fall 

Into their clutches, and ſurpris'd withall 

You are unthought of, 'tisno fault of mine, 

You might have taken better heed in time. 

Thus yet I will adviſe you, if you ſee 

That you muſt yeeld, and over-maſtred be, 

Strive not at all, but give the faireſt words 

Your beſt invention and your witaffords : 

With that you had more monies, and withall 

Deliver ſome, and fo perhaps you ſhall 

By ſearchiug of your ſelves, and freencfle roo, . 

Withour a fiuther reexamining goe, 
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Bur if they make an offer, doe nor you 
Seeme to diſlike what they doe mcane to doe ; 
Then will they ſift you ſoundly, doc not hold 
Your hand upan your money, they are told 
Thus whce 4t is, and ſurely they will gueſſe 
1 hey have nartall by your owne fearctulneſſe, 
I have obſerved many times, when I 
Had tane ſuch money, as did fatisfic, 
Our of the pocket, having no intent 
To make a further ſearch, but onely meant 
To lcad the Paſlerger afide the way, 
(Becauſe I knew what danger 'twas to ſtay) 
I'aſtning my clutches on his arme, or thigh, 
With a fad looke, he would begin to cry 
He was undone, if I tooke what was there, 
Thinking I felt (becauſe my hand was m_ 
His greater ſumme, which I by that ſhould find 
Hid in his fleeve, or in his ſhirt behind, 
But now then, if they find not ſuch a ſumme 
As was expcRed, they will bid you come, 
Into ſome corner, then pretelt, and ſweare, 
If pariently a while you will ſic there, 
You ſhall have all reſtor'd,that they miſtooke, 
You like arc, but not thoſe, for whom they looke, 
On theſe fond hopes you reſt, untill that they 
Have watch'd their time, and ſeiz'd another prey- 
To which you now are acceflarics growne, 
Bur ſee where are their promiſes become ? 
(Nor meant they otherwiſe) thoſe rifled too 
T hey rake their Horſes and away they goc, 
And feave you deſtitute, ſo with the reſt 
To tell the ſtary whether fared beſt. 
(F Yer looſe no time, but on with all the ſpecd 
That poſlible you cap, and then take heed, 
It much concemes you, for when they eſpic 
Thar you purſuc, the foremoſt cynningly 
Fals into {eme by-lane, *tis undekcride, 
For you ſuppoſe they altogerher ride, 
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So whilſt you thinke you keepe at diſtance farre, 


Anew amid(t them you ſurpriſed are, 
Here's their maine plot, you are forewarn'd, bat ſay 
\ ou cannot overtake them, and that they 
Have left the road, and you in a great doubt, 
So that yuu know not how to find them our, 
Let me dire you, I will inſtance thus, 
Suppoſe on Colebrookg way you loſe your purſe, 
The theeves to /xbriage road, or Stanes will ride, 
And not to faile, will thereall night abide ; 
This is the chiefelt Maxime in their law, 
The Subtleſt ſurely that I ever ſaw ; 
It ſtands by reaſon, for they know full well 
None uſe to traycll thus, ath'wart to tell 
The Paſſages, or to deſcribe the men : 
They reſt atpleaſure, and are goneagen, 
Ere that thelazy tithing He and Cry 
Comes to enquire, and the authority 
Of ſome poore ſilly fellow, who is plac'd 
In tha! meane office, that he may be grac'd 
For double diligence, oft as he goes, 
Through wretched wilfulnefle attaches thoſe 
That ne're meant harme, yet being apprehended, 
They often loſe their aye ws, | ne're ott-cnded, 
But to dealc ſafe and ſure, wichour delay 
Scoure you the next great right and left hand way, 
Andif ar night you miſſe, a carefull ſpy 
Next day ſhall ſurely ſee them riding by. 
Grant now they leave this cuſtome, all their arr, 
Their wit, invention, never can impart 
The like againe, I vow, Idoenot fee 
W hither they can betake them to be free ; 
But by the way know thus much, it they light 
O1 agreat ſumme, then will they ride that night 
Vnto their Rexdevoxs here in the Citie, 
W hich is too fare a ſhelter, (more's the pittie.) 
But follow my advice, and marke me well, 
For here a cunning plot of ME I tell ; 
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If you are rob'd out in the Eaſterne quarter, 
W hen you with Hwe ad Cry the theeves make after, 
Ride not to Loxdorx in the road you were, 
Nor raiſe thoſe parts, you will not find them there; 
But hye to Weſtminſter, Holborne, the Strand, 
Ard for a ſpeedy ſtarch there give command ; 
If Northward they light on you, ſtraighrwayes ride, 
And ſearch both Sawtbwarke, Lambeth, and Bavnkeſide : 
1hus they doe alwayes plant themfetves, for fo 

| They have the Citte betwixt them and you, 

And ere your ſearch comes atthem (by the way 

| W kich often dies) there's time at will to ſtay. 

f £7 I have obferv'd(andit is ſtill in uſe, 

| | 0 Nor wil! it ere reforme the vilde abuſe 

| 


[t hathalevell at) aneedlefle care, 
W herewith all forts of people troubled are, 
And charged too, whenany one bath lott 
| His purſe to theeves, then at the countries coft 
There is a watch prepar'd to guard that place, 
W here the poore man by them ſurpriſed was ; 
| This 1$1tke ſhutting up the ſtable Joore, 
| V hen as the Horſe was ſtolen out before ; 
'Tis not to be fuppos'd the thtefe will come 
And make aneedlefle breach to thanke the Groome 
For &eding of the beaſt : toc then juſt ſo, 
| Nor meane the high-way theeves that way to goe 
| W here there is wair laid for them, fay they ſhould, 
| I doe proteſt here, I did ever hold, ' 
, ( And found it by experience) thar high-way 
that hada watchupon it, belt for pray. 
For firſt the honeſt Travellers ſuppoſe 
| It is impoſſible that they ſhould loſe 
ly Their money being gnarded thus , and hence 
| The» grew more carelefſe, donbting none offtnce 
Can any wayes betide, them ; whilſt alafle 
| A thicfe may doe his liſt, and freely paſſe, 
| The watchmen nerethe wiſer ; for they ſtand 
| Setlec atone place by a arit command, 
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It is indifferent when the thief layes hold, 

His booty (ingled our, he will make bold 

To ſeize him any where, all places are 

All one alike to him, he will not care 

So that the coaſt becleare, and then how can 

He be diltinguiſh'd from an honeſt man ? 

I never paſt by, but the watchmen gave 

Me courteous language, wiſhing me to have 

A ſpecial] care I was notrob'd ; whilſt I 

Was a chiefe aRtour of that villany. 

But now ſuppoſe they had examin'd me, 

I would have anſwer'd them fo courtcoufly, 

That they could not ſaſpet. Now what are they 
That are appointed watchmen for the way ? 

Poore, filly, old, decrepid men, that are 

Firting for nought elſe bar to loyrer there; 

Have not | ſeenea dozen fach all ſtand 

(W ith cach of them a Holbertin his hand) 
Amaz'd, aftrighred ,and durſt never quatch, 

W hilit we before their faces all, did catch, 

Afﬀan t, ſcize, riffle ſuch as did paſſe by, 

W hen we were gone (perhaps) then would they cry 
Theeves, theeves, (ro little purpoſe;) I have knowne 
Some that by way of par'y, thus havegrowne 
Familiar with the watch, and as they found 

A fit occaſion, they have Yane, and bound 

The ſilly fellowes hand and foor, thenftood 
Like a fafe guard,ſet for the countries good, 
W ith browne bills in their hands, and ſo made bold 
(As with authority) to ſtop, and hold 

All that did come that way: I doe ſappoſe 

A watch of Holbarrteers were good for thoſe ' 
Foor-padding-night-rheeves, but for theſe you ſee 
Such care, and tronble, all in vaine will be. 

But if you will needs have it ſo, chooſe then 
Strorg, able, ſtour, and reſolute young men ; 

Arme them with Bow and Arrowes, Maskets, Shot, 
And with a Horſe or two, that they may not 
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Be thns abus'd, bur if occaſion be 
May follow on to purpoſe ; but by-me 
And mine in{trucions here I hope you ſhall 
Be well ſecur'd, andneed no watch at all. 
© I thinke it fitting now for ie to ſhow 
Vntothe Inne-keeper, how he ſhall know 
Such gueſts from other men ; my hoſt take heed, 
To winke at ſach faults, were a fault indeed ; 
Reſpect rh:n rather honeſty, then gaine, 
Know well your ſervants whom you entertaine 
'fry them, that you may truſt, their helpe inthiw 
Suorill difcovery, moſt needfull is. 
Your Ofer muſt obſerve, and he ſhall fes 
About their Horſes they will cu510ys bee ; 
They muſt be ſtrangely dreſt, as ſtrangely fed 
W ith Maſhes, Provender, and .Chriſtians Bread, 
if this be wondred at,they cannot hold, 
Their goodly qualities they muſt unfold , 
(Crying, they doe deſerve it, and that they 
By their good fervice will their coſt repay 
Wirth over-plus, or ſome words more or lefle, 
By which relation he may ſhrewdly gueſle. 
And then they will beasking, who is he 
That ownes that Horſe ? and whoſe thoſe Horſes be 
That ſtand beyond him ? what their Maſters are ? 
W har kind of men? whither they ride ? how farre ? 
And when? ſo by his anſwers they ſwrmize | 
W hich of them all will be their likelieſt prize, 
Noxt of their Cloak-baggs let him notice take, 
They onely carry them for faſhions ſake, 
For they are empty ones, in policic, 
Becauſe their Horſes ſhould not laden be. 
Your Chamberlaine ſhall find, wheaas they come 
Vſher'd upby him to their lodging roome, 
He ſhall be ſent away ; ler him give care, 
And not to faite, he ſhall bz ſure to heare 
T ie ginglirg of their mouey, Ict him pry 
Zehind fome ſecret Cranies privily, 
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And he hall ſee them ſhare what they have got, 
And every one to take what is his lot. 
This they by no meanes will deferre, for feare, 
W ho has the purſe ſhould cheat them in the ſheare ; 
This done, they hug each other, next they call 
Their raviſh'd ſenſes home, and then with-ll 
They knock againe for him, who ſhall be ſhent 
For not attending, though enjoyn'd he went, 
Now maſt he draw a cup of curious Sacke, 
Then next mine Hoſt your company they lacke ; 
With farre fercht complements they will falute 
And bid you welcome, marke from their diſpute 
W hat you can gather, you may ſomewhat gheſle 
By their mens ſawcie peremptorinefle ; 
For ſervants when their Maſters ills they know, 
Ceaſe their obedience, and preſumptuous grow. 
Enquire apart each ones particular name, 
And let your ſeverall ſervants doe the fame, 
And you ſhall find them tripping, they well may 
Forget the new names that they tooke that day ; 
At ſupper time let ſome one haſtily 
Knock at your gate, as with authority, 
You ſhall obſerve a ſodaine fearefull ſtart, 
Marke then their lookes (the [ndex of the heart) 
And you ſhall find them troubled, 1 ooke you fad, 
And aske if yonder Conſtable be mad ? 
Bid them fay quickly, what their danger is, 
Then promiſeno anthority of his 
Shall enter there, if they command it ſo, 
By this, into their privzte thoughts y ou goe ; 
They will confeſle for ſaccour, needs no more, 
"Tis evident what you but thought before, 
But ſay hereafter they ſhould carelefle grow, 
Then are they taken with the lefſeadoe. 
Now fay they come about the noone of day, 
You ſhall well know them, by their needlefle (tay, 
Their careleſnefſe of time, for they bur hair, 
Thar they migh t tandat gaze, and firly wait 
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For honeſt paſſengers, when they have ſpide 
A likely monied booty by them rie, 
Then will they busfle, and make haſte away 


W 1th farre more ſpeed then tedious was their ſtay, 


And cry yon rides their Vncle, or their friend 

Wich whom ſome earneft buſines they pretend. 
t, When in an !nne, they muſt ak nighr abide, 

They cunningly ſometimes themtclves devide, 

And come as ſeverall compames, thereby 

To croſſe the number in the Hue and Cy, 

Beſides rhus parted, they are fare co know 

If otherwiſe then well the ſquares ſhould goe ; 

They of each other will nonorice take, 

Of you (mine Hoſt) they will enquirie make 


; W har their companions ar», what Countrey-men , 


W herher you know rhem yea or no, and then 
If they can find you have a jealouſfie, 
Strewdly ſ«fpecting eicher company, 
Having diſcovered your opinion, 
W ith all convenient ſpeed they w'il' get gone; 
Bur if you doe (as well you may) miltake them, 
Ard char for honeſttravellers yourake them, 
They (as by chance) will in your kitchen meer, 
And as meere (rangers one another greer, 
There will they drinke together, ere they goe 
From thence, ſo lovipg and ſo kind they grow 
That they will ſup together, marke them well, 
And youtheir cunning knavery ſhall ſmell, 
\, Still ſtrangers to each other will they be, 

| W hilſt any of your houſe are there to ſee, 

/ But ſee, and be nr ſeene, and you ſhall hind 

| Them all familiar in another kind ; 
They will embrace, rejoyce, lauch at their plor, 
Andat mine Hoſt that he ſuſpeds it nor, 

The faireſt Innes they uſaally frequent, 


s Out of a wary-politicke mntent, 


Preſuming, ſ&x-diſparaging the:man 
1rhey will not ſearch his houſe, and there they can 
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Reſt unmoleſted, but ſince this you know, 
Let n »t the ſubtile rhiefe eſcape you to. 
FP l oe here 1 have uncla(p'd this ebfcure booke, 
And full Quotations on thoſe fecrers tooke, 
That the plaine eye of judging reaſon may 
Diſcover ſuch abuſes of the way ; 
And as *r1s faid, that true repeaters malt 
Their ſecret (innes, and all ils from rhem thraſt, 
Leſt the vild tainture of one crime behind 
Contaminate againe che ſinfull mind, 
Thus have I left no nooke, no cranny ſmall, 
(W hich men may cunning or pernitious call} 
Vnopened here, before the curious day, 
As cleareand plaine as is the Champien way , 
No adt, oruſe which thieves diſcover might, 
No art, to make the honeſt know them right , 
Leſt by retayning ought, it might be deemd, 
My true recanting is not what it ſeem'd. 
But marke my cautions well, and you will know 
That theſe way-riflers muſt ſome new way goe, 
Imagination, or their praftice yet 
Could never reach to, or before you (ec 
Prevention of their worſt affaults, their drifts 
1n their attempts, and their beſt ſcaping ſhifts, 
Nor can I feare, but ſince fo freely I 
Have here diſſe ted ſuch implety, 
Anzrtomizing every hidden Nerve, 
That for the ſtrengrh of ſacþ occaſion ſerve, 
1 he charitable world will hence allow, 
That I thoſe menand aRtiong difayow 
I make fo plaine and hatefull, nor againe 
Will I my honour inthoſe puddles ſtaine, 
Nor can it be ſupp-ſf/d by envie, that 
Any relapſe of mine be aimed at ; 
For mine owne writ, muſt then in judgement ſtand, 
And ſigne me unto death, mine owne falſe hand, 
The lury;and the Iudge, in Evidence, 
Shall no enquirie need for mine offence ; 
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This booke alone againſt all pities plea, 
Turnes all excuſe into Apoſtrophe, 
W hilſt dumbe as death, with double ſhame I myſt 
*Count both my ruine, and my ſentence juſt. 

Now let der:ating ceniure, pawſc, and ſtay, 

And turne thetc rankrous tpleenes another way, 

And know that now in Cenfare, they doe more 

Then [| havedone i" a'l the reſt before, 

W hen my determin'd Innocence ſhall be 

A Iudge ſevere agaiaſt their cruelty, 

6c And fuch whoſe moit unneceſſary eye, 

I:.to forbidden aQts of others p-v, 
"And when the man they cur1ouſl: have read, Q 
Muſt then attempt the ſecrets of his bed, 

To poyſon all his bleſlings, nicely draw 

The Curtaines, whoſe concerlings no man aw 

W ithour a Rude intruding, for the bed 

Of lawfu!l couples being injured 

By baſe derraXiovs, leads that troubled ſenſe 

Into the fulleſt foulnefle of offence ; 

And ſo my pillowes partner, to whoſe truth 

I owe the beſt 1cforming of my youth, 

As if ſhe inuſt be ſharer of my wrongs, 

Though ne're arraign'd,wzs yet condemr'd by totgues; 
As if of force becauſe ſhee's mine, ſhe muſt 

(1n ſpighr of all her vertue) be unjuſt ; 

But 1 imagine rather this ſurmize, 

Doth from the common ground of ill ariſe, 

Or from that Envie Sathan left behind, 

W hen he infected our firſt mothers mind : 

Shew me the man, whole tendreſt, deareſt love, 

And whoie affteion in a ſiraine doth move 

Beyond community, unto his wife, 

W ho bur in her, has neither ſoule, nor life , 

And give me reaſons, why his ſhould tranſcend 
Thedebt I owe to mine unequall friend, 
Then will] yeeld mine, dotage : his love rare, 

And thus our obligations 1 compare. 
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Firſt unto you, whoſe marriages intent, 
Have to the fortune of your choiſe extent 
More then the perſon, or thoſe faire deſerts, 
Which make the bleſſed'ſt contraQs of the hearts, 
And love the purchaſe more of her eſtate 
Then her perfetions, ycu ne're leveld at : 
You who were never caught with darting eyes, 
W hoſe beſt aff: Rions in her treaſare lies, 
And never had your ſoules with love refin'd, 
Perverting the true uſe of either kind, 
Can yet in this your portions dotage, not 
Exceed the Income, I by mine have cor. 
For when | wasadjudg'd, and goom'd to dyc, 
She onely by ſtrange importunity 
Melted the hearts of all reſolv*'d againſt me, 
VV hopitrying her, ſer my lifes danger free, 
In this my life, my fortune, and my all, 
I may her portion, and her bleſſing call. 
And laſt for other tyes, which doe oblige 
Such as to loves faire fortreſſes lay ſiedge, 
Theſympathizing liking , and thoſe parts 
Of loves religion, which locks lovers hearts, 
Was throwne on me, and theſe who can difprove, 
Muſt either have no heare, or know nolove : 
In pitty then, to Citharea's Shrine, 
All you that ſacrifice your thoughts divine, 
Since we are pleas'd, let none our peace moleſt, 
Nor breake the union of (c (weet areſt, 
Wirth nice enquirie after things, you mult 
Confeſſe you bave no buſines with, that's juſt, 
And we ſkall be, if you bur leave us ſo, 
More happy, then ris fit for you to know. 

(FP Yer for my ſelfe, beleeve Ihavethe ſenſe 
Of mime owne yourhs abuſing, and offence, 


V VhichI have wrought againſt the Common-weale, 


V'Vhoſe wounds by this relation I may heale, 
If my advice be follow'd, you will ſec 
The ſoule unlac'd of high-way ſabtilty : 
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That who ſhall ſuffer now, in ſach offence, 
Has none to blame, but his owne negligence, 
I doe (beſides) my precious youth lamcnt, 
My repute's forfeit, honours laviſhment, 
The deare miſpences of my faireſt time, 
Converting all my bleſſings into crime, 
My wir, my judgement, ſtrength, courage, and all 
Vnto my Countries miſchiefe, mine owne fall. 
Nor doe I thinke it halfe enough that I 
Barely confeſſe mine owne impiety, 
And talking onely to the people ſhew 
Thoſe guilts, perhaps before I ſpeake, they knovy ; 
Or with a ſuperficiall gloſlg thus ſceme 
To flatter men into a faire eſteeme 
Ot my beſt promiſ'd ations, whoſe event 
Might prove the ſpeakers of a worſe intent ; 
No, naked as firſt Adams Innocence, | 
I ftript the deform'd ſhape of mine offence, 
Diſlodging from my heart that baoiſhr ſpirit, 
That can no dwelling there againe inherit, 
And on juſt cauſe divorc'd from ſuchabride, 
Can hardly now its memory abide : 
Methinkes thus purg'd, I hate the very roome, 
W hich that vild Inmates lodging was become ; 
And as the bodies glorified, ſcorne 
The thoughts of joyes wherewith their frailti's borne, 
Deſpiſing as it were the fulleſt things, 
W hich the dull earth to our admiring brings : 
So my refined ſoule, and my cleare mind 
Can in theſe vild companions no peace find, 
But troubled at the old acquaintance grow, 
Thought-ſicke, that ere ſuch praRtice they did know. 
Or as the Epicure, whoſe working wiſh 
Is dreaming (till upon ſome curious diſh, 
On which his waking thoughts, and ſleepeimployd 
Are buſy, untill it be enjoyd 
Which purchas'd, his difcretion is farre leffe 
Then was his coyet cre he did poſſeſſ, 
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F or gfattonizing his ore-charged cheſt, 

He neither can ungorge, nor yet digeſt, 

Ti!l farfitted to death, he loaths it more 

Then ere he di4 embrace, or love before: 

$0 I whoſe caſic youth, with fond admire 

Wa; drawne at firſt this ill courſe to deſire, 

Hug9'd it in dreames, and in my waking fitts 

D. red apon't, to my worle loſle of witts; 

W kiltt 1 cltecm'd none brave or good but this, 

Bur now I know how farre I was amiſle , 

And ſurfitred, as *twere to death indeed, 

From whi.h by rare ingredients I am freed, 

T loath my ſtomack-queller, and abhor 

What Lin too much loving fuff:r'd for ; 

Nor can profeſſion free me from the doome 

Of cruePſt cenſure and opinion, 

TheſeaQuall ills of mine freely confeffd, 

Muſt be in a& recover'd, or expreſt 

My faire intentions cannot be, nor [ 
Sav'd from the taxe of my firſt infamy, 

(FP O may my fate ſo well provide,as now, 

That power which knowes, may helpe me in my vow, 
And crowne my reſolutions with ſome way 

W hich of the world, and heavengrecover may 

All my lo't honour, by ſome as of mine, 
That may prove farre more welcome to the time, 
Then my di:aſtrous courſes, and exprefle 

Iam much better then I dare profeſle. 
And that great King, whoſe Mercie, Goodneſſe, Grace, 
Hath fixt my tottering life in a firme place, 
W hoſe royall bountie do's I know expeRt 
From my ſo great enjoying, ſome cffe& 
W hich may a thankefull rribute pay to him, 

And ſpeake the full redemption of my ſinne, 
You, Mighty Sir, to whom my life I owe 

As debt to that great grace you did beſtow, 

May now command it proſtrate at your feet | 
In any danger (I ſhall haſte ro meer) 
That © by ſerving in your enterprize, 
You may perceive heay true a facrifice 
I 2 
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Jle make a gaine, of what you maze fo free, 

And that's the off:ring mult accepted bee, 

1 hope (great Sir ) it iz not your intent 

That I ſhould ſpend my dayes in Baniſhment, 
For happyer tarre is he condemn'd that dyes, 
Then him you fave t'exile from your faire eycs. 
For what ayailes the blinded man to ſee, 

If that a Dungeon muſt his priſon bee? 

W here doubly curs'd ro be debar'd from light 
He dwells, that knew't not, whil'ſt he wanted ſight, 
Oler melive, where every day I may, 

My moſt religious oft: ings truely pay ; 

Andrthart the life you gave me, be not made 

A trouble ro me, whilſt my thoughts invade 

My diſcontented foule with torments ſtrange ; 
Nor that I muſt my aire, and countrey change, 
Or (bard inheriting ther. by) forgoe 
1hetemporall fortunes Iam borneunto. 

But that the Shrine I worſhip ſhould not ſee 
The conſtant facrifice is made by me, 

Me thinkes I con'd doe more then common men, 
(/*or no ſuch obligation ſtrengthens them) 

That my Prixce might his owne great power know. 
In ſervice I'could doe upon his foe ; 

So let me live, that venrring ſo to dye, 

I pay my debt, and ſuff:c happily. 


Emori per virtutem preflat, quam per dedecus vivere, 


Vivit poſt ſwnera, virtus. 
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Tothe Kinvs moſt excellent Majeſty, Ion Clavell 
wiſhetha long and proſperous raigne in this, , and in 
the world to come a plenteous ſhare of thoſe peculiar bleflings, 
which God himfelte; out of his-wopderfull and abundant 26: y- 
neſic)hath provided and fer apart (cyen for che thoitett of his e- 


I t)-vbich are-farre, beyoud the imagination of mortall men to 
conceive,much more impoſſible ro be expreſſed, 


'T grieves my ſoule, and wounds my troubled mind, 
| That orely I alone mt bee confind, 
Whey 
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Whes others are let looſe, that they may gaine 
T he honour they have loſt, wiilst my foule ſtaine 
Blarres both my Birth and Fortgnes ; bad I dyed, 
Aly ignominious death had ſatfied ; 

But to live ſtill, and ſtill to live #n ſhame, 
(Wuhin the ſwmmons of upbraiding Fame ) 

Is a worſe plague than ever Egypt had. 

It may bee thought, ] that have bcenſo bad 
Canzot recant , but very likely may 

Fall to my old rebellzon on the way : 

Firſt let this treatie plead ; then heere ] call 
Ady God above ro witneſſe (who knowes ail 

The ſecrets of my heart ) I doe intend 

Whilſt theſe your wars indare,even there to ſpend 
My pime in that brave ſervice; when that ends 
(If 1 chance to ſurvive ) I have then friends, 
And a poore fortune of my owne, that can 

F airely maintawse me like an haze#t man ; 

If ſo your Highneſſe pleaſe, that I may have 
My gracious pardon (you ſo freely gave.) 

What #s required of mee, | cannot pays 

If that the meanes wherewith be kept away ; 
Confinde within theſe walls, #5 it your will, 

That I a priſoner here continue ſtill ? 

When [ was pa#t the cure, and helpe of men, 
You (that could onely ) ſhielded me ; juſt then 
When death had taken levelt with his dart, 

Wa it that I might feele thus greater ſmart ? 

O no; I never fince have begg'd that booxs ;; 
But you ( great Sir ) have granted it right ſoone ; 
Tet notwithſtanding yonr moſh royal pleaſare, 

1 am enforc'd to tarry others leaſtre, 

Like Tantalus, i» this my hell [ ſee, 

And know the grace you have beſtow'd on me, 
But may not touch it, and enjoy much leſſe, 
T he mores my griefe, and my wnhappineſſe ; 

O free me from this lingring lethergie, 
Set me at libert 'y, or let me die. 


FINIS, 


